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“BIRTHS, 


‘On. January 22nd, at Shanghai, the wife of M. 
W; Tarrrensenc, of a son 
" On January 24th, at Shanghai to Mr. and Mrs. 
JamIEson, a daughter. 

On January 25th, at Shanghai, the wife of Wx. 
Mowat Law, of a son. 

To Mr. and Mrs, G, Huyaryx, a daughter, 
Hepwie, at Canton, 81st January, 1909. 


haar : MARRIAGES. 


‘On. January 22nd, at Shanghai, Water Rourr 
Anperws, to Evite Sazan Warxine, both cf 


wr 


hanghai. 
. On January 25th, at Shanghai, Henry (tzorGE 
Hiuu to Ipa Boszewan, Mosir, Western Rus: ia, 

. On January 26th at Shanghai, Ancoim WILLIAM 


BeangeTon to EvmwaseTa Looser, of Manchester,- 


‘England, 


DEATH. 


On January 2nd, suddenly, st Annfield, Rothesay, 
. James Ha (late of Shanghai), in his 6lst year. 


+ Bonghong Weekly Press, 


Hoxoxone Orrton: 10a, Des Vaux Roan Cu. 
.Lowpon Orrice: 181, Freer Sragut, E.C. 
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“>! ARREVAL OF MAILS. 


experts, Mesars. 


Among the passengers from England by the 


P. and O. mail steamer which arrived yesterday 
were the Rt. Rev. Bishop Price of Foochow. 
and the Rt. Rev. Dr Boutflower, the newly- 


appointed Bishop of South Tokyo. 


The Chinese Government are reported to have 
engaged for six years three American financial 
Hatch, Gulfoyle, 4nd Grant, 
who are at present devising m for an issue 
of (‘hinese Imperial money, both in bank notes 


and coinage. 


Japanese papers report that despite the great 
caution exercised by the Chinese Government 
the smuggling of arms at Macao, Amoy, 
Canton, and Swatow is still being carried on, 
and the number of Chinese junks captured for 
carrying arms is on the increase. 


The Filipino Chamber of Commerce has cabled 
to the resident Filipino commi¢sioners in 
Washington asking them that they petition the 
Congress of the United States for the suspension 
for the period of three years of the tax imposed 
on live cattle imported int: the-Philippine island. 


The Government, says Chenese Public Opinion, 
intends to start compulsory education in the 
Metropolis next Spring, but the Board of Edu- 
cation finds that there are serious financial 
difficulties in the way, as there are some 148,000 
houses in Peking and, assuming each house to 
send one child to school and each school to hold 
100 children, over one thousand schools would 
be required. : 


The King has granted his Royal licence and 
authority to the following gentlemen to accept 
and wear the decorations conferred upon them 
in recognition of valuable services rendered by 
them :—Mr. Walter Thurlow Lay, Commissioner 
in the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs 
Service and Mr. Edward Vincent Brenan, 5 
Deputy Commissioner in the same service, the 
Insignia of the First Class of the Third Divis- 
ion of the Imperial : hinese Order of the Double 
Dragon, conferred upon them by the Emperor 
of China. 


The Swatow correspondent of the N.-C. Daily 
News, writing on developments at that port, 
says: - The Imperial Customs’ ground is being 
rapidly occupied with houses built for the 
foreign staff. Mr. 8.H. Harris, the late Com- 
missioner, who is now at Kowloon, will long be 
remembered as the ‘ Building Commissioner.’ 
A new Post Office, new examination shed, new 
houses for the Harbour master, and the outdoor 
staff, a new signal tower, and a new steam 
launch, are monuments to his professional zeal, 
and his care for the conifort of his subordinates. 
| Ina short time the service will have a complete 
and self-contained plant, the result of his 
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pa RG Nou: 62 : 
On Thursday at the Kawasaki Dockyard,Kobe, 
the first: of i or ukipe. built.tothe.order -  . 
of the Osaka. Shosen Kaisha, is to ba launcuod. - - 
These ships are to be 6,000 ons gross-and to 
have a displacement of 11,500 tons. Tacoma-  - 
reste is the name to be given theship launched © 
-day. ; 


” Mrs. Beatrice Mauricia Andérson and: Mr. 
Walter George Stevenson, now. of Manila, were 
married ‘at Christ Church, Yokohama,.on. the -— 
25th ult. The preliminary. ceremony took:place - 
at the British Consulate Gemeral, Mr. F 
Carey Hall, H.B.M.’s Consul-General, perform... 
ing the ceremony. The witnesses were’ the 
bride’s brother-in-law, Mr. H.-:. D: Jones, 
Manager of the Yokohama branch of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai. Banking: Corporation,;:and — 
Sir Claude MacDonald, G.C.V.O., +G.C.MiG., 
K.C.B., H.B.M.’s Ambassador. to Japan:.. } 


Mr. John Noble, of Messrs. Armsttoné, 
Whitworth & Co., of. Newcastle-on-Tyne, ‘the 
well known shipbuilders and ers, ison 
a visit to Japan accompanied by. Mrs, -Noble. 
Mr. Noble came out via Siberia joining his wife . 
on boardia N. D. Lloyd steamer in: China, Mr. 
John Noble has come out to inspect the now 
steel works at Muroran, a joint enterprise, of 
his firm and Vickers, Sons & Maxim. and.-the. 
Hokkaido Tanko Kisen Kaisha. He will shortly 
be joined by Mr. Albert Vickers whic, by- the 
way, was recently elected Master Cutler: of 
Sheffield. The new works will shortly: be 
started and will‘be devoted to the production. of 
highclass steel for gun. forgings, ate. will | 
be under the direction of experts from. the. — 
Imperial Japanese Navy With the assistance 
of specialists from the English works.” Mr. 
Noble will also inspect the Explosive Factory 
at Hiratauka, which is just starting: the- manu- 
facture of cordite, for the Japanese: Govern: — 
ment. These works lave been: built by .xrm- 
strong, Whiteworth & Co. in conjunction.with - °- 
the Nobel Explosive Co, of Ardeer,, Scotland, — 
In both the above cases ‘the Japanese Govern- 


ment is pledged to support the enterprise by ~ ~ 


‘thé purchase of a certain quantity of: the 
output annually. , 4 . ; 


Woe have received. copy of the annual report: ae 


or the Leper Home-founded at Tungkun, South: * ° 


China, in 1905 under the charge of Dr. John, BE.” 
Kuhne, «.3.c.M. The average'daily number of: : - 
inmates during the past year was 124° The - 
-debit balance, which. at the end of September . 
1906, was $10,908, has been reduced to $6,502. 
Grants amounting to $1,930 were made -by‘ the 
Edinbugh and London Mission to Lepers, The 
Chinese Community of Hongkong contribnted 
$1,758 and the-annuals subscriptions from the 
| officials in Canton amount to $1,024... The — 
1report is illustrated with portraits ~ 
| photographic views of the settlement, | 


a4 The En lish Mail of the 8th January and 


pe foresight and broad views. At the back Swatow i plates, the smaller ones particularly 
fan sig Serta “Mails closed in London for des- 
ne aby 


2 : is extending rapidly along the deep creek. | and not well printed. Particdlars are‘given ini 
* -pateh by: the all sea route on the 30th Dec., Godowns ‘are being erected, and new streets | of many of the’ cases under ‘treatment’:and ‘the 


formed, not in bewildering variety as in the old , Director confirms the: statement of ‘the: Indian 
days, but ion a system, controlled by the police. | Commission. that the ~ disease ~.is ,-contagiou 
ss SS “| and here | again the Piao of the late er bake not hereditary. ‘g inau ee 
ere ; . ‘ niissioner ig seen. ommissioner can do 

ee cies BASTERS NEWS. | much to secure harmony of — among. fhe | 
. y si st Hankow 20th landholders in such a place as this, and he’ 
at 4 acne cre. secured it. We want now a leader who will nastin, but’ the*« 
persuade the Chinese into a national system of + 5 
municipal government which will enlist the 
help, and so the contributors of the foreign 
community— Verb. Sap.” 


', - grid for-despatch overland on the 6th Jan. 
"arrived: per 8.8. Britannia, on the 4th inst. 


‘His inquiries 


D AND THE OPIUM 
- QUESTION. 


t af z —_——————»~—-_—_o_——__—_ 
_ - (Datly Press, February 1st.) 


" BNGLAN 


e wonder what prompted Reurzr’s: 


Agency . to inform, the East that 
the Bishop of london together with the 
Noncontormist and Scottish religiousleaders 
have made an appeal througbou'. the United 
Kingdom for special prayers for the era- 
dication of the opium traffic while the 
International Commission on the Opium 
Question is sitting at Shanghai? Various 
suggestions occur. Was it merely tu show 
us that the race of the immortal Pecksniff 
etill survives? Or was it but to give us 
some idea of the exaggerated views of the 

. opium ‘evil which the Anti-Opium League 
has been successfully propagating in order to 
draw for foreign missions the sujport which is 
so sadly needed at home? There is no Society 
in England interested in publishing such 
_ facts as the careful analysis made by Mr. 
CLEMENTI revealed. Mr. CLEMENTI’S 
peper did but come under the notice of the 
ishop of London and the Nonconformist 
and Scottish religious leaders who are 
appealiny for special prayers for the eradi- 
cation of the opium evil, they would perhaps 

_ perceive how ridiculous their attitude must 


> 
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tic evil than it really is. The Commission 
which begins its inquiry in Shanghai to-day 


-|may be able to furnish to the world more 


reliable data on the subject than has hereto- 
fore been available, and that we conceive to 
be the chief value of the Cconference, for 
China has alresdy been amply assured ofthe 
aympathy and co-operation of the Powers in 
the honest efforts she may make to wean 
her people of a habit which is admittedly 
vicious. The Government of China hus 
proved its earnesiness in the matter, but 
whether it is able to effectually secure 
complete obedience to its decrees through- 
out the Empire is still open to doubt. = * 


BUDGET SPECULATIONS 
IN ENGLAND. : 


eo ag 
(Daily Press, February 2nd.) 

It has recently been estiwated by.one of 
the London newspapers that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, when he frames the 
Estimates for next year, will find himself 
obliged to suggest fresh taxation calculated 
to bring in the large sum of twenty-five 
milli-n pounds sterling, due partly to the 
additional expenditure which the legislative 
achievements of the present Gcvernment 


> € . 


ago it was reported that Mr. Lroyn-Geokgr 
had been greatly interested in studsing 
dapan’s method of levying an income tax, 


but we doubt whether the adoption ofthe . 


Japanese system will form the feature’of 

the Budget which the Chancellor “had*in 

mind when he promised thatit would:be a 

startling one. There are many, however; in | 
England who would like to see the priziciple 
of the income-tax extended to the income. 
of the ordinary working man, and there ‘are 
sound reasons to be adduced in favour 
of the suggestion. It is not the presont 
income-tax payers who dictate the 
legislation of the country but tho work. 
ing classes who form the majority of the © 
electorz, and if they were made to bear in the 

direct form of an income tax the increasing 
cost of Government entailed by the ten- 
dency of the age towards socialistic legisla- 
tion it would greatly increa-e the sense of 
responsibility in the elector.. But what 
political party would. venture to put forward 
such a proposal? Its defeat at the polls 
would be a foregone couclusion. Whatever 
new proposals may be made are certain to 
evoke a storm of opposition and the Chan- 
cellsr of the Exchequer who spoke con- 
fidently some months back of the impro- 
bability of a dissolution for a few years bas 
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have entailed, partly to the decline in the 
national revenue, and including an xddi- 
tional expenditure of about six million 
pounds per annum for some years to come 
on the Navy if the Government mean to 
fulfil their promise to maintain the Two- 
Power Standard. It was get many months 
ago that the Premier was publicly ridiciling 
a prophesy which «ppeared in the Spectator, 
that an additional income of sixteen millions 
would have:to be provided in the next 
Budget. Mr. Lu oyp-Georar, however, 
kvew full well how ill-founded was the 
optimism displayed by his leader in that 
epeech, for it was not long afterwar-s that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was cheerily 
telling the country that he was already 
looking out for ‘‘hen-roosts” to rob, As 
the end of the financial year approaches 
there is naturally much speculation as to 
what “hen r-osts” are to be robbed. For 
the statement that, the Budget will be 
“9 startling one” we have the word of the 
Chancellor. of the Exchequer himself, and 
he has further declared that it will not 
“interfere with any productive industry 
in the country.” Not directly perhaps, 
though it is matter for argument whether. 
any taxation which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer can devise will not re-act upou 
the productive industries cf the country’ 
But new taxes of some kind cannot be 
avoided. Does the limitation we have 
mentioned portend tixation of foreign im- 
ports? Perish the thought! Is not Mr. 
LLoyp GeEorGE a staunch upholder of Free 
Trade? Did he‘not in that very speech 
dilate upon the glories of Frea Trade in a 
manner quite poetical? ‘Yet Lord Cromer 
said quite recently in the House of Lords 
that the country had positive knowl dge 
that in a few months the £3,500,000 which 
the Government threw away in reliet of the 
sugar duties will be re-imposed, “ perhaps 
in a more objectionable form.” The tea 
men are uot a little apprehensive lest the 
Chancellor, in spite of his ‘glorification of 
free imports, may look for “ hen roosts” in 
Mincing Lane, but until the plans of the 
Chancellor are definitely known, there will 
lineer the hope that so far from adding to 
the burden on tea, the Government, bound 
by its Free Trade tradijions, will publicly 
lament the necessity of having to tax tea 
at all. In all probability the Government 


- seem to those who can compure the drink 

evil in England with the opium evil in 

China. Unfortunately no comparison of 

statistics can be eA hecause no reliable 

‘statistics of the native opium trade are 

_ published by the Chineze Government, and, 

«for the matter of that, the literature of the 

’ Avti-Opium League in England on which 

- British sentiment on the subject is so care- 

fally. fed and nurtured, takes small account 

of the Chinese production of opium. It is 

against the trade of the British Colonies in 

opium that the League launches ite thunder 

bolts. ‘The blackest spots are under 

British rule,” they have told the people of 

: England. If that be eo, it will be readily 
acknowledged ,by all acquiinted with the 

Colonies or Settlements under British 

tule in the East that there are infinitely 

worse evils at Home calling for treat- 

ment than the practice of opium smoking 

among the Chinese. If tte people of 

England did but know that the opium 

smokers in China do not amount to two per 

+ cent of the population they would realise 

the hypocrisy of the whole agitation, aud 

perceive that there is infinitely more call for 

special prayers for the eradication of the 

+ | Grink evil in England than the opium evil 

in China. Charity should besin at home; 

but it seldom does. The annual drink bill 

in England with its population of forty-two 

millions exceeds £160,000,0U0 sterling ; the 

import of foreign opium into China barely 

: exceeds £3,500,000, and. assuming the 
eo native grown opium is three times the 
amount of the foreign import we get a total 
supply of opium valued at £14,000,000, for 

distribution among a population of four 

hundred millions. These figures are open 

to correction so far as concerns the estimate 

of the native-grown opium, but they serve 

roughly to show the relative prevalence of 

the drink evil inthe United Kingdom and 

3 ays the opium evil in China. Had such figures 
+. ag these been-before the leaders in the re- 
ie ligious life of England when tlre appeal 
; ’ for special prayer was suggested they would 
have doubtless recognised the application cf 
the Scriptural advice to the hypoerite to first 
cast out the beam in his own eye so that he 
. might the more clearly see to cast oat the 
mote. in his - brother’s eye. We cannot 
doubt, however, that the Bishop of London 
and ‘the other religious leaders who 
have made. the appeal are persuaded 
that opium smoking is a much more gigan- 


now come to see that ‘it is just possible 
that Parli:ment may not run its normal 
course.” It is not merely just possible, 
but very probable that the present Parlia- 
ment will not run its normal course. 


SIGNS OF TRADE REVIVAL. 
—_e+.— 
(Daily Press, February 3rd.) = 

Tho hopes .of sn improvement in ‘rade 
during the present year which were 
expressed a month ago when, with the 
passing of the old year and the dawn of the 
new, we reviewed the past and endeavoured 
to dimly forecast the future, grow more 
confident as the weeks pass. Confining our 
attention for the moment to China, we note 
that northern trade reports indicate a 
very satisfactory recovery. The purchasing 
capacity of the nation has been improved by 
bumper crops and the consequent redaction 
In’ the price of the staple food of the people. : 
in the northern provinces the crops are des. 
cribed as ‘the best known for forty years” 
and we read that shipments are being made in 
bulk to Europe, where presumably better 
prices can be obtained than in Japan. «These 
exceptionally heavy ‘crops are certain to 
make a vast difference-to trade generally. 
Stocks in the godowns of the imssorrers were | 
smaller at the end of 1908 than they have 
been for many years past. A comparative 
statement of stocks in foreign godowns and 
at the public wharves at Shangbui, on the 
31st. December compiled by the Shanghai 
General Chamber of Commerce shows the 
vast difference at a glance, so far as that 
port is concerned, and. the position at 
Shanghai is characteristic of the position at 
Hongkong and other importing centres. 
In -cotton yarn the reduction is espegially 
remarkable. A omparative tabl: published 
in one of thé recent reports issued by the 
well kucwn Shanghai firm of Noe, Mureay 
& Co., Limited, show that at.-thecend of 
1904 the stocks ot Sharghai nmouated to 
roughly 260,000 piculs; at.the end of-1905 
there were over 400,000. picals. in the- 
godowns; in 1906 nearly 700,000; in: 1907, 
about 460,000, while at the end of:1908 the 
tot:l stocks did not amount to more thao 
93,000. So that what with the: greatly 
reduced stocks, in nearly -every:cline of 
business at the end of the. year;:and the 
will further squeeze the income tax-payers bumper crops that are reported. {tom most 
and increase the death duties. Some time of the provinces of China hopes of.a sub- 


+ 
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stantial revival ‘in trade seem to be well 
founded. The rapid recovery from the 
financial orisis in America is beneficially 
affecting trade throughout the world. One 
of the London newspapers has recently been 
conducting an investigation into the state 
of the markets in England and is able to 
write confidently of a revival intrade, “The 
end of the period of bad trade ”, it suys, “has 
‘come, and the first signs of improvement 
are being experienced. In chemicals, cot- 
ton and. wool—all sensitive indices to the 
state of trade—leading manufacturers and 
merchants have unhesitatinely proffered 
the opinion that there are indicati-:ns of 
better times ahend.”” Among the state- 
ments published on the subj ct by our 
London contemporary is one by Mr. H. 
Gorpon Srireiper, of the well-known 
American firm of dry goods merchants, who 
are establishing a London branch ofthe 
business. Since their initial purchases, Mr. 
SELFRIDGE told the isterviewer, the firm’s 
agents had several times visited the chief 
markets, and they report that largely 
throughout England and equally thoughout 


the principal centres of Europe prices are |. 


stiffening, aud the result of this atiffening 
of prices he put in the form of a sequence of 
statements as follows : —“Stiffeniug of prices 
means increased demand. Increased de- 
mand means an increased volume of 
business. Au increased volume of business 
means better times ahead.” From the 
atandpoint of a house which is able to feel 
the pulre of the times as quickly as it can 
be felt Mr. SELFRIDGH was en-phatic in lis 
statement that theie are decidedly better 
times ahead. We hope that this will prove 
to be the case in China. The signs of 
revival gre not so pronounced in South 
China as they appear to be in the North, 
but unquestionably the outlook generally 
is more hopeful and there is a growing 
confidence that the end of the prolonged 
period of trade dey:ression is well in sight. 


CORRUPTION AT PEKING. 


——__++___— 
' (Datly Press, February 4th.) 

The list of ministerial changes at Peking 
is by no means likely to end with the 
dismiss«] of. Yuan Sui-xar. None o€ the 
ministers appointed t+ high office by the late 
Empress Dowager have earned themselves a 
shadier reputation than Cu’EN Pt, head of 
the Board of Posts and Communications ; 
and there are not a few who wil! feel easier 
at learning that he is already the subj ct of 
@ Board of Enquiry. Caen Pr ix the officer 
whose particul«r object of dislike has been 
the Maritime Customs ; and who, under the 
pretence of patriotism, has ben seeking to 
undermine its utility andiutegrity. Another 
institution which has incurred hi: particular 
displeasure is the Imperial Post Office, and 
here, the institution being, of comparatively 
recent growth, be conceived that. the task of 
upsetting an undertaking only just begin- 
ning to be a source of profit to tte Govern- 
ment would be a fairly easy task. He, too‘ 
it was who by the introduction of a man 

_ known to be ut-erly worthless, and who was 
known algo to have patd heavily for the 
appointment,.t» the chief directorship of the 
Northern Railweys, brought about the 
resignation of Mr. Krnpee, who as Engi- 
neer-in-Chief had not only constructed, but 
had brought to be a valuable agaet the 

- Railways of North China. Unfortynately 
under- tha utterly corrupt administration 

'- that:came into power during the later peroid 
of. the lite Evipress Cav Hi, Cuen Pr, 
managed to get into big hands te Telegraph 
Administrat-on, so that practically he held 


:~ -in -bis- hands almost the most important of 
“+s: the: administrative departments of the 
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trovato, 
became the means of exposing to the new 
Recent the utterly unprincipled character 
of the man. 
Reoent he spoke of the necrssity of having 
a new and. suitable Palace erected for His 
Imperial Highness: “ But how much will it 
co-t ?” siid the REGENT. 
gli ly replied the mini-ter, who saw in the 
event a safe means of adding to his ill- 
votten gains. 
Empire already groaning under its burdens; 
we must have something more modest.” 
“Your Imperial Highness need have no 
fear, I have already provided the money,” 
was the reply. The Recent pricked his 
ears; whence came the million taels ? 
result was that CHEN P1's audience wis 
closed, and a commiss on of enquiry 'nstitu- 
ted to examine 
Office. ' Any way, it is officially announced 
thut CHen Pr, having been denounced for 
peculaticn in his office, as well as for receiy- 
ing bribes, the Grand Secretary 
Kranat, and the Grand Councillor Na 
Tuna have been appointéd a Commission 
to ascertain the facts of the case, and en- 
quire into the working of the Department. 
Of cour-e, Commissions of Enquiry have 
before this been accessible to auch methcds 
as hve been familiar to Caen Pr, and 
CueEn has been endeavouring, till the affair 
has become a public sca dal 
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Empire. While outwardly posing as ao 
patriot, desirous of restoring to China the 
administration of all the departments of 
State, those better acquainted with the 
internal position of affairs knew him as a 
man utterly corrupt, even in the corrupt 
crowd that surrounded the late Regency ; 
aud recognised in his schemes to get rid of 
every capable foreigner in the Imperial 
Service simply an outward sign of the | 
irrepressible greed which was the really 
actuating motive of all his assumed patrio- 
tism., 
there was any symptom of the coming 
change in the Regency, Dr. Morrison, the 
well-informed correspondeut of the Times, 
did not hesitate to speak of him as the 
“ Corrupt Minister Coen Pr.” 
belonged to that utterly worthless class of 
ministers, whom the late Dowacer, acting 
under 
eunuch, Lr Liznytna, loved to have around 
her, and who acted as sponges to suck up 
the life-blood of the State. to ve eventually 
“squeezed 
unmentionable debaucheries of the Court. 


Writing in last October, ers yet 


He, ia fact, 


the inspiration of her favourite 


out and  sqandered in tine 
An anecacte, which, if not. true, is ben 


is teld of how CHen Ptr himself 


In conversation with the 


“A million taele,” 


“A million’ taelx! and the 


The 


into the methods of the 


Sun 


even in 
Peking, to make friends of tle mammon ot 
unrighteousness ; but (‘wEN’s own indisere t 
att-mpt to bring the Recent himself wit in 
his “sphere of influence” has rendered 
practically impossible ‘his whitewashing. 
Not unnaturally there is much fluttering 
about the dovecots of the Capital, and the 
curtains of. the Palace of Iniquity are 
alieady trembling.| But it is not to te ex- 
pected that the pdwers of darkness will 
willingly submit to the new regime: 
Is this the region, this the seat 
That we must change for heaven? | This 
mournful gle 
For that celestial light? Be it so, since|he 
Who now is sovreign can dispose and bi 
What shall be right; furthest from him is best. 
But, as the poet says ; “ Better to reign in 
hell than servein heaven.” All the powers 
of tle reactionaries, and they are still not 
fex, are being summoned to make one last. 
stund before the old edifice goes down. By 
an observant witness the present state of 
Peking is described as that of the earth 
when for a time the devil had been cast out, 
and had come down, ‘ having great wrath,’ 
because itd knoweth that he hath but a little 
time. e whole city has, according to this 


statement, been turned into one den of-core 

ruption, wherein each atid every is ‘seeking 
to make best use of his remaining term to 
turn into his own net what yet remains : 
to be gathered of the harvest. Atthe ~~ 

moment, in fact, the issues of good and 
evil for China are already in the assay- 
ing crucible, and much depends upon the - 
result whether China 


strengthéned by the influence for good of 
the present Empress Dowaaer, who in all 
his troubles seems to have loyally stood by 
her late husband. Although no relation, 
except through the accident of her mirriage ~ 
to the late Empszror, of his successor and 
adopted son on the uneasy throne of China, 
the 
through that accident to take the pl ce of 
mother to the infant who now occupies that. 
Throne. 
mitted herself to be tewpted into the stormy - 
path of politics, she suems all through to 
have acted the part of consoling anyel to 
her bitterly wrouged husband, and to have 
been a silent, but by n» means unsympa- 
thetic sharer of his views. 
abdication of self, she has willingly accepted 
the onerous task ‘of guardian forced upon 
her by her duty to her tate lord; but has 
declxred her intention of keeping herself 
entirely slo .f from politics assuch, Atthe 
same time she has not failed to urge upon 
her brother-in-law hig duty as younger 
bro'her, towards her late husbanu’s memory 
nor to point out to him that his own safety, 
equally with the gvod of the. Emprre, 
‘demands that he should not hesitate in the 


is to be restored . 


to her pristime influence, or whether, 
like’ other; decayed Powers, she is 
to sink for ever into oblivion. In his 


resent course, there is little doubt, the e 
EGENT- has found himself ‘materially 


Kmpgess DowAGER has been: called 


But though she has never per- 


With a like 


course he hus adopted. From all this it 
will readily be seen that the task of the new 
Recent is one beset with difficulties and 
dargers, and wall require all the energies of 
his life to be devoted to the task of clearing, 
out the stall «f corruption bequeathed to 
him by tue late Regency. That there are 
amonyst the rising generation of officials 
many with whom the intecests of the 
Empire wei-h heavy, and whoare prepared 
t sacrifice themselves in the effort to restore 
the lost prestige of Cuina, is an undeniable 
fact; butit is also a fact that the best have 
been deliberately crushed out during the 
recent reigu of terror’; aud that not the least 
trying task in-umb nt on the Recent will 
be that of di-covering them and vringing 
them tot e front. But it is alsoa tact that ~ 
of those brought near bim at present, many, 

if not the majority, are such as CHEN Pr, 
and will require weeling out witn a firm 
yet impartial hand. This will probably 
prove the hardest task of all A century of . 
currupt and feeble government, such as 
Chin: has had to pass turough, cannot but 
have suuk deep iuto the foundation of 
ciety ; aud it will require the strougest of 
wills and the ables. of couacils to place 
Chiua on a basis, whence unencumbered she ~ 


may be able to wors out ber own salvation. 


{ 
™Writing, to the Shanghai papers Mr. BR. 
Farone, Acting Consul-General for Italy at that 
port, says :-—H. E. Tuan Fang notified me, some 
days ago, how deeply he sympathized with the- ~ 
Italian people in the immense disaster which . — 
occurred in sicily and Calabria and wishing to 
contribute towards the relief of the sufferers he. 


had started a subscription. ame col. 


Hongkong’ 
-balance will duly be paid here to me. 


THE POLICYOF THE UNITED 
“" STATES IN ASIA, 


eee. 
-"- (Datly Presse, February 5th.) 

-It is somewhat noticeable that the under 
standing which was recently come to between 
the United States and Japan as to their 
policy with regard to China, is looked upon 
ae something new and as introducing an 
element which did not before exist in the 
relations between the United States and the 
Far East. In truth what is set forth ia tha 
diplomatic notes which have been exchanged 
is merely an extension of the polity which 
hes alwaya been adopted by the United 
States in regard both to Japan and China— 
. but more especially in respect to the latter 

—the policy, namely of exerting her influence 
at all times towards the preservation of the 
integrity of both.countries. With respect 
to Japan, the question never assumed any 
, @efinite form except with regard to Russia, 
as no other foreign nation had conceived 
the idea of trying issues with that country ; 
but with pay a to China the idea for 
many years pust was widely spread that some 
European nation—most probably Great 
Britain—would be compelled to, or. at least, 
- justified by circumstances, in annexing some 
portion of the apparen'ly effete Chinese 
“Empire, Against any such policy, which 
was binted at as far back as soon after the 
Treaty of Tientsin, whose provisions: the 
Chinese undoubtedly endeavoured to evade, 
the United States steadily set her face—anu 
it is not .surprising, viewing the state of 
public feeling among the Europeans in China, 
_that this policy on the part of America, was 
looked upon with disfavour. It was, how- 
ever, manifestly the only one whicb the 
United States could adopt ; as, until recent 
years, the recognised policy of that country 
was absolutely: to avoid foreign conquest 
‘and to confine herself atrictly to the develop- 
ment of her own vast internal resources. 
It was not unnatural that those who were in 
-favour of more high-hand-d dealing with 
China, attributed the nosition taken by the 
United 8:ates merely to her special position 
—thatis, that, not being able to makefcreign 
conquests abroad, she wished to prevent 
other nations doing so to her possible detri- 
ment. Events, however, haye sliown that 
this was not the only motive which dictated 
her policy—which was that which was 


followed by the British Ministers at Peking { Governments will “.communicate with each 


* the common interests of all Powers.in Qhina 


Rs i 
! 
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The importance of this understanding 


seems to have been somewhat overestimated. |. 
As was at once pointed out, no treatyhas 
been concluded. This could only be done 
with. the assent of the Senate, which might 
hesitate to give it on account. of the immi- 
gration troubles in California, 
grounds also, the United States would 
hesitate to bind herself absolutely by o 
treaty on such a point with Japan. 
a deliberate declaration of future policy, 
so far as it is possible to maintain it, on the 
part of both nations, the displomatic notes 
are of scarcely less importance than an 
actual formal treaty. So far asthe United 
Stites is concerned, as already noticed, they 
indicate nothing new, but- with respect to 
Japan, they havea different bearing. They 
have the effect of a formal declaration by | 
that nation that she is willing .to follow 
foreign nations in their present policy with 


On other 


But, as 


regard to China, that namely of preserving 
the integrity if the Empire, and equal trad- 
ing rights to all nations. This policy oh 
the part of Japan will probably be the best 
in the long run for her, and it will cer: 
tainly he that which for some time to come 
willtend most to preserve the peace in the 
Far Enxst, which, there might be some rea- 
son to apprehetd, might be disturbed by a 
disagreement between China and Japah, of 
which there have been threatenings from 
time ‘to time. China will do well to fall in 
with so reasonable a line of policy as that 
which has been agreed to on her behalf, by 
two vations who are likely to have the 
greatest ‘say’ in the matter. Indeed 
the declaration between the United States 
and Japan, follows closely the terms of the 
agreement made between Great Britain and 
Japan in 1905, so far as the ivtegrity of 
China is concerned. It is, of course, to be 
noticed that there is a reservation which 
prevents this “ understanding ” from being 
taken by China as‘an ab-olute guarantee to 
maintain her independence. ‘Ihix might, 
and probably would, be a temptation to 
China to presume upon so comfortable a 
position: The “ understanding ” sets forth 
that both nations are determined to preserve 


by supporting’ by all pacific means at their 
disposal the independence and integrity of 
China, but it also provides that if anything 
should occur to thieaten this statue the two 


who were supposed to have been influenced { other in order to arrive at an underst-nding 


to a great extent by the attitude of America. as to wh-t measures they may consider it 


For this supposition, however, there’ does 
not appear to be much foundation, and there 
is ‘good reason to believe that the repre- 
sentatives of Great Britain reeognised at an 
early period the desirability, if possible, of 
avoiding the responsibility of anything in 
the form of annexation in China. At all 
events Englund‘and America were quite at 
one on the subject, though the Chinese 
authorities always gave more credit to the 
_ latter for this non-interfering policy, being 
‘aware that the United States could not adopt: 
any other line. Later.a different at¢itude was 
assumed:toward China, and there was much 
talk of spheres of different foreign nations 
_and hints at possible annexations anda 
partition of the Empire.. The Japanese war, 
however, effectually put an end to ideas of 
this kind, by giving an object lesson such as 
puld not be overlooked as to what the 
nsibilities were likely 1o be, which 
ould devolve upon any nation who adopted 
anything: like a higa-handed policy inthe 
“ar East,. Thus the old policy of maintain- 
* Ing: the-integrity of Chiaa was reverted 
tis that policy which is enunciated 
matic note-which has beeu ex- 


useful to take.” Onthe whole the agree- 
ment is set forth in as definite a manner as 
can be expected and has the advantage of 
not heing of so binding a character as an 
actual Treaty, which might lead to difficul- 
ties, if the circumstances at a given future 
time became markedly different from those 
under which it was made. 


At last month’s meeting of the Council of 
the Colonial Institute, Commander John 
G. Heugh, B.N., D.8.0., of Peking, was elected 
a Fellow of the Institute. 

The Saigon Opinion says, that Chinese 
Hy eae captured in Upper Tonkin, continué 

be forwarded to Singapore by the Govern- 
ment of Indo-China. Every mail steamer 
arriving there from that province brings num- 
bers of these evil-doers for despatch to Singapore, 
and it seems that the inflow is likely to continue 
for a good while. Flying columns in Upper 
Tonkin are. hunting down the brigands and 
capturing many of themeach day. The Straits 
Times, however, says. it is officially informed 
that the Straits Government has consented to 
receive 700 of these men, who are not really 
brigands, but may be correctly, described as 
refugees. They are, arriving in bgtches by 
every ship and are considered to be a superior 
class of Chinese, —; i. Fe 


1 
{# 


do. ; 
attempting to ‘hold several of: the 
in Hongkong. |No, I shan’t men 


“The hand that makes “the biscuit: rules :the 
world,” exclaimed a speaker at a -conference:in. 
San Jose on jhousehold economics, What's: 
wrong with thejcradleP Has it been relegated 
to oblivion? ‘ihe re-writing of the old axiim 
may make us fear for the future of the race. It - 
suggests race suicide. a. 


* ¥ aye 
Stands Scotland where she did? Hongkong 
Scots allowed the 25th to pass without anything . 
being done to commemorate the “i ial - 
memory” of the National bard. A. most. 
unaccountable |omission. Where -are all our 
lovers of B P sie Bae poet is not with- 
out admirers jeven in or There are 
many I know who have been fired by his patriot: - 


ism, by his burning love of country. There are 
many who have been melted by his tenderness. 


And there are many who have been inspired. by 
his love songs. } Yet not one raised a voice::on 
the one great night in the year when so many . 
are sounding his praises, Puir auld Scotland! . 
Oh, that she has lived to see such a day! Woe 


is me. ; 


« * . 
After reocing the Daily Press telegram, 
about the daring robbery in London’ I 
feel quite sorry for the shade of “Dick Turpin ” 

if it happened to be floating around 
Tottenham some days ago, and I can imagine 
how its shadowy breast must have heaved with 
envy. Of course, we cannot always hold records 
and like true gentlemen of the road, if wé “are 
beaten there’s nothing to do but admit it. - All. 
the same its jolly hard luck to be outdone in 
one’s profession. It’s not so bad if patent 
chemical . sprays, silent pistols and .other 
advanced weapons are used, so long aa the 

old horse figures in the scene; but to dash about 
in motor cars and race along in trams—it’s, | ; 
really not playing the game! And the tragic. E 
end which befelf the perpetrators told too ed 
plainly that with the advance of civilization and 

its new-fangled inventions dies the romance 

of life. at : 


oo ap wi bats Agata 


* 


The frequent burglaries seem to suggest that 
perhaps we do not treat our midnight callers in 
the right way in Hongkong, bat the eccentric yet 
entirely original method adopted by a beautiful 
lady figuring in « story in the Xmas number of 
Sketch is hardly likely to become popular here ; 
for Iam sure it would be hard to find any one 
willing to place cigars and whisky at the disposal 
of Mr. Bill Sykes, to sustain him during his 
arduous task of rifling the strong room. 
Personally, I do not advocate the idea, but. it. 
*may really be found to be the most economical 
in the long run, for when the spirit courses.the 
veins the feeling of good fellowship and peaco 
and goodwill to ‘men will omy follow so long 
as the supply is restricted, and all thoughts of 
disturbing your test or your treasures will be- 
come abhorrent and the silent visitor will depart 
at; peace with all the world. 


Jurors will feel interested in learning that & 


judge in Seattle excused a number of men from 


serving on a jury because they. had read‘‘an 
account of the crime upon which they “would 


have been called to find a vi 
selected as jurors, It suggests: an: coer rey of - 
shirking a tedioug duty, but the disquali cation 
does not tend to raise the aber ea ta 
ence among jurymen.. What intelligent.men 
will forego the privilege of keeping themselves. - . 
cnet concerning what is. going: in. the “ 
world ee ‘ 


Hefmit Kingdom were becoming so Westernised 
in their-ideas that ey As not worry about 
'( their poor husbands? d I would also like to 
; have been informed if this royal recognition of 
an old-fashioned virtue awakened the women of 
that country to a sense of their reaponsibilities 
to'their'spouses? I have not had the questions 
answered, but, it occurred to me wer might 


improve: on the methods of the Kofean Emperor. | 


For instance the Governor might ina 
scheme of recognition of wifel 

who flirted with other men aut 

husbands might be merel 

at Government House; those who, while flirting, 

attended ‘to the care of the household, might 

receive a shake of the gubernatorial hand, and 

; those dear domestic creatures who were 80 

: ‘unmodern as to retain their affection for their 

husbands and who loved their own homes mi ght 

be rewarded’ with invitations to Government 

‘House Balk What's that? It would cause an 

upheaval of the social fabric in Hongkong P 

Well, perhaps ! 


ugurate a 
merits. Those 
neglected their 
admitted to receptions 


* 


Just by way. of 


* 


illustrating some 


Women’s conception of their duties to their 


husbands, I will quote ¢rom the Korean 
newspaper's account of the reception:—“ One of 
these women, the story goes, prolonged her 
dying husband's life some days by giving him 
@ cupful of her own blood obtained by cutting 
her fingers. Another, ove are told, cured her 
husband of leprosy by giving him a bit of flesh 
taken from her own thigh.” There are not many 
ladies prepared to sacrifice themselves ix this 
way, but should I go far wrong in conceding 
that there are one or two Hongkong wives who 
‘do nof mind giving their husbands a bit of their 


tongue P . 


* 

Yes, it must have been a surprise! This refleo- 

tion follows reading of this story of a mission- 

ary in China who was sufficiently vigorous to out- 

* last three wives. He married a fourth who was 

about forty years his junior. Unfortunately 

both husband and wife were carried off together 

* by cholera. A certain missionary journal, forget- 

ful of the three first wives and of o certain 

question raised in Holy Writ, concluded its 

obituary notice thus :—“What a happy surprise 

fo each it must have been, on entering their 
heavenly abode, to meot the other there.” 


; ; a 

How lightly the Chinese regard the loathsome 

isease of small pox is known probably to most 
readers. They smile at our alarm. I was talking 
a day or two ago to the Editor of a Chinese 
newspaper about the report that the infant 
Emperor of China was snffering from confluent 
small pox. “That is nothing,” said he; “it is 
the natural inheritance of a Manchu. A 
Chinese is no more alarmed about that than a 
foreigner would be if his child had an attack 
of the measles.” 


* 

What capacities for leisure or holiday have our 
Pangea ee China New Year, with its en- 
forced holiday for most of us, is scarcely over, 
when we see a boatload of fellow colonials leav- 
ing our shores for Manila, which is holding 
high revelry next week! Makes one wonder 
when the work is done. 


ot 
* 
“THE QUEEN OF THE CARNIVAL.” 
HONGKONG: 
O, where is the Queen of Manila ? 
And how fares her Kingdom and State P 
And does her most august person 
Intend to appear at the fate P 
But perhaps there isn’t a monarch 
' Reigning o’or those isles, cross the sea 
a Or may be she’s vanquished and vanished. 
- And deposed—as despotsshotld be! —- 
’ J € 


MANILA ; 
Her rule has been short and too costly. 
Lord ! low she piled up the dett! 
‘And not being up in the business i 
- We guessed it was time she should get. 
So one night when all was peaceful 
And the city was locked in rest 
‘We hhuiltled her to the “ Luneta ” 


Pras 


*: ‘ . 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


~ MANILA : 

O city o'erflowing with wisdom 
We'll follow your treasured advice 
But we kinder hankered for titles—, i 
And the sound of Queen seemed 0 nice ! 


: 


At the Magistracy on Feb. 2 Mr°J.R. Wood 
convicted about thirty chair coolies for plying 
for hire without licences. In each caso a fine of 
$1 was imposed 


His Excellency the Governor has been pleased 
to recognise Mr. G. E. Liebert, Consul for 
France,as being in charge of the Spanish Consul- 
ate in Hongkong until further notice. 

There is a blank on the 
week endin 


We are pleased to learn that Mr. E.R. Halli- 
fax, the Police Magistrate at Taipo, has nearty 
recovered from the effects of his recent shooting 


accident, and he was able to resume duty 
on Feb. 1st. 


The Earl and (‘ountess of Meath were booked 
to leave Genoa for Japan by the Prinzess Alice, 
which is due here next week. Lady V. Brabazon, 
a daughter of the Earl and ountess, had booked 
by the same steamer from Southampton. 


In Telegraph Bay on Feo. 1st, as the steam } 
passenger launch m 
Hongkong from Aberdeen, a Chinese passenger 
fell over the side and wasdrowned. The launch 


put back immediately, but the body was not|K 


recovered. 


Owing to as change in tho plans of Mr.| the 25th ultimo. 


J. H. Scott, President of the China Association, 
it has been found that time does not admit 
of arrangements being made for holding a 
members’ dinner at Shanghaiin hishonour. The’ 
Committee invited Mr. Scott to dine with it 
last Saturday. - 


His many friends in Hongkong and Canton 
will regret to learn of the death of Mr. T. S, 
Reilly, chief engineer of the Yeut Han Rail- 
way, Canton. Deceased, who was only 30 years 
of age, passed away at the Government Civil 
Hospital on Saturday, and was buried at Happy 
Valley on the 31st ult. 


Constable W. Tyrrell of the Naval Yard 
Police has been posted as Missing, and it is 
feared that he has fallen into the harbour and 
been drowned. He was last seen on duty at 
about a quarter to twelve on January 31st, 


and, although inquiries and a search have since | Inspector : 
. been mahe: thay have revealed no trace of the atrnes were entering a house at Kowloon-teui, 


missing man 

A native who was banished on January 13th 
appeared before Mr. J. H. Kemp at the Magis- 
tracy yesterday on & charge of stealing a 
quantity of clothing from No. 23, Macdonnell 
Road, Kowloon. He was found guilty and 
sentenced to’ six months’ imprisonment, a 
further period of twelve months being added 
on the charge of returning from banishment. 


| Maria, Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Hongkong, ‘Their : 


On was coming to} 


| the police arrived the robbers had disappeared, 


While a family of well-to-do Chinese: .7 
reside in Elgin Street, wore. at the circus ‘on - 
Wednesda: 


dhol and 


“7 


Lordship Bishop Lavesque, of Kwangzai,'as well 
as all the clergy of the various dénominations: . 
The service was 


Mrs. Badeley.."Mr. Beavis and the Rey. 
J. Beattie, R.N., were well received, while. 
Mr. ( ochrane’s humourous recitations stamped 
that gentleman as an entertainer’ of no 
mean order. The droll 


Hon. Mr. F, H. May are always an attractive 
item, i 


who had assisted in making the evening such a 
pleasant one, | : 


caps steven 


AN ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE. 


Five natives wete charged before~Mr. J. H. 
emp at the Magistracy on Feb, 4th with com- 


itting armed robbery at Cheungshawan on 
! 


Mr. King, Deputy-Superintendent of Police, 
conducted the prosecution. Ho told the Court 
that at one a.m. on the morning of the 25th 
January a large body of robbers, amongst whom 
the five defendants were alleged to have been, 
armed with revolvers, knives and choppers and 
carrying torches, broke into three ues at 
Cheungshawan. Ono robber struck one of the 
complainants over the head with a revolver, 
while the others intimidated the inmates by 
various threats, after which they proceeded to 
ransack the houses. While so engaged, one of 
the inmates escaped unobserved; hastened to the 
Police Station and reported the matter. When 


leaving no trace behind, Two days later the 
police arrested a man who went to pawn a gold 
ring-in a pawnbroker’s at Yaumati. On the 
evening of the same day a party of police under 
Dymondarrested the defendants just 


this house the wife of the first defendant. 

who was to becharged with being in possession . - 
of stolen property, was found. ‘The ‘police also. 
found three revolvers, nine knives as well as a 
quantity of jewellery and clothing which had 
since been identified by the complainants... The 
man who took the ring to the pawnshop was one 
‘of the robbers. Hoe had been ‘charged, and had 
elected to turn King’s evidence. _ tee 

Witnesses were called, and the hearing ad- 


| SANITARY BOARD. 
A meeting of the Sanitary Board wos held 


| on Feb. 2nd at the Board Room. Mr. R. O. 
! Hutcheson presided, and there were present 
| Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, .M.G., (Vice President) 
1. Colonel Bedford, Hon. Mr. Irving, Mr. A. Shel- 

ton Hooper, Dr. G .H. L. Fitzwilliams, Mr. Lau 
i Chu Pak, Dr. ‘Pearse (Medical Officer of Health) 
| Dr. McFarlane ( ‘ ssistant Medical Officer of 
Health) and Mr. A. Gibson (Secretary.) 
* A WORD OF WELCOME. 

The PresipENT—Gentlomen, before going 
on with the business to-day, I should like to 
welcome our newly elected members. The 
election this year has been more important than 
usual, and I think they ought both to be con- 
Harr on their most successfal poll, Mr, 

helton Hooper we have seen before, and I hope 

_ he will continue to be with us for a long time 
« tocome. Dr. Fitzwilliam is a new member, and 
e I hope his stay with us will be long, and both.a 
-* + pleasure to himself and a benefit to the Colony 
: (applause.) : 
EXHUMATION OF CORPSES IN CHINESE 

- CEMETERIES. 

Mr. Hoorgr, pursuant to notice, asked t 
following questions: 

(1.) Is it a fact that pérmission of any officer 
of the Sanitary Department, or other Govern- 
ment Department has been granted for the 
exhumation of any corpse in any “in 

1 


Cemetery .and for its re-interment in tle 
Colonial Cemetery, Happy Valley, common 
known as the Protestant Cemetery, since the 
passing of the Public Health and Buildings 
Amendment Ordinance 1901 ? : 

(2.) If so, what is the number of such cases, 
and dates of each ? 

(3.) Who was the officer who granted the per- 
mits and by what authority did he do so? ; 

. (4.) Has any portion of the Colonial Cemet- 
ery been reserved for such re-interments referred 
to in question No. 1? ; 

The PRESIDENTS replies were: 
1. Yes. 
2. One. The permit was issued in December 

1908. 

3. The form of permit was issued by the 

Registrar-General,the Medical Officer of Health 
having no sanitary objections. The issuing of 
this permit was a continuation of the practice 
thet obfained under the old byclaws. Printed 
copies of the new byelaws were not circulated 
until December 30th. 

4. No. 
Mr Hooper said he wished to call attention 


the standing orders. 

The Vice-President seconded, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Hooper said his reason for calling atten- 
tion to this matter was clearly indicated in the 
four questions he had put. He thought members 
could see what he was driving at, and that was 
to find out if any bodies which had been 
legally ‘buried in any other authorised ceme: 
teries had been exhumed and re-interred in 
the Colonial Cemetery without good rea- 
son. The Colonial (‘emetery, commonly known 
as the Protestant cemetery, was intended, and 
had been used for the interment of the European 
community here of all classes and denomina- 
tions. It had been divided up into sections 
to enable the military and the naval men toi be 
buried in their respective sections which had 
pean reserved for them, as other sections were 
reserved for residents of different periods of 
living in this-Colony. .The Hon. Director of 
Public Works would bear him out, he was sure, 
when he said that the area was becoming s0 
restricted that that official had had the greatest 
difficulty, and Government had been put to very 
great expense, in extending this cemetery in 
other directions to enable them to bury people 
for whom it was intended. After the. case 
which was admitted to have taken place, he 
thought they should endeavour to prohibit any 
in future. The thing was fo find out how this 
hed happened Personally he did not think such 
a thing possible, for under the byelaws passed at 
a Board meeting, after having been considered 
by a committee composed of the President, the 

ice-President and the speaker, and which had 
sinoe been approved by the Legislative Council, 
pen to grant permits in suchcases was reserved 
-... for the Board, and was taken away from the 

“s Medical Officer of Health or any other officer 


& 


to this question, and moved the suspension of General is a document addressed to the Medical 
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; the Board nominated. The date of this permit | 
was given ss December 19th, and as an 
apology for the error it was stated that the 
byelaws were not circulated until December | 
30th. Mr. Hooper failed to understand what 
that meant. Circulated to whom? He ventured 
to say that every member of the public com- 
munity of Hongkong was notified in the 
Government Gazette (which he produced) of 
December 4th. And it was the duty of eve 
public offcer to, make himself cognizant wit 
the contents of that paper. What was more 
astounding still was that the Registrar-General, 
from whose department this permit came was 
himself present at the Council meeting at 
which the matter was brought up, and 
was a party to the confirming of the byelaws 
But this, perhaps, was a little slip) He. 
said this not so much with the idea of find- 
ing fault as with the object of preventing it 
happening in future. On looking into the law 
we could not find that anyone in this Colony 
has authorised to grant a certificate for exhum- 
ation, and the speaker appealed to the Registrar 
General to enlighten him if he imagined he had 
that power. Under the Births and Deaths 
Registration Ordinance of 1896 he found 
there was power given to the Secretary of 
the Sanitary Board or the Registrar-General 
to permit the removal of dead bodies from 
the Colony. That was all he could find 
on the subject. Mr. Hooper’ asked the 
Registrar-General to enlighten the Board, all 
the members of which appeared to be in ignor- 
ance. He concluded by moving “that the Govern- 
ment be asked to obtain for the information of 
this Board the opinion of the .Law Officers of 
the Crown as to who has power to grant per- 
mission for the exhumation of any corpse which 
had been interred in any authorised cemetery 
of this Colony.” 

After a period of silence 

The VicE-PRESIDENT seconded the motion 
pro forma. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting 


and carried. 


The REGISTRAR-GENERAL—Mr. Chairman, 
if I am in order in making a personal explana- 
tion— 

Mr. Hooper—I should like one, but it should 
have come before the resolution was carried. 

The REGISTRAR-GENERAL—I am simply te 
sense supplementing the answer to the third of 
these questions—that answer was that the per- 
son who granted a permit was the Registrar- 
General. That is not absolutely correct, 
because the document issued by the Registrar. 


Officer of Health, I think, or to the Secretary of 
the Sanitary Board. 

The Mevicat OrFicer of HeattH—Not 
in this case. . 

The ReGistRaR-GENERAL—It is a document 
simply informing an officer of the Sanitary 
Board—I am not sure whether the Medical 
Officer or Secretary—that a certain person , 

idesires to exhume a body. It is in no sense an 
order. 

Mr.Hoorer—I didn’t say an order, a permit. 

The PRESIDENT—Itwas under the old byelaws 

that the Medical Officer of Health signed these 
permits if there was no objection. There was 
standing rule that no such signature was 
necessary if a death was over seven years old. 
- Mr. Hooper referred the President to the 
old byelaw which said that no grave shout 
reopened, if a corpse was interred therein, without 
the written permission of the Medical Officer of 
Health or other officer duly appointed by the 
Board for that purpose. There was not one 
word about the Registrar General. He had no 
locus standt. < 

The RecistRAR-GENERAL—The sole func- 
tion of the Registrar-General, under the old 
byelaw, was to refer the matter to the Medical 
Officer of Health. A letter of introduction given 
to ® person who wanted to open a grave is not to 

be called a permit. 

Mr. Hoorer—lIs it a printed form? 

The REGISTRAR-GENERAL— Yes. 

My. Hoopzr—Then I think it would be just 
as well if the Registrar-General would let us 

| have that form to forward to the Law Officers. 
|’ The RearstRaR-GENERAL promised todo so, 
| and the PrEsipENT stopped the discussion. 
THE NEW MEMBEBS. 

The Colomial Secretary wrote, by direction of 
His Excellency the Governor, informing the 


r 
* 


i rps: Ane os as 
iat ‘(February 6, 150! 
Board of the election of Mr. A. Shelton Hooper. 


and Dr. -G. H. L. Fitzwilliams as members. of . s 


their body. 
- RAT RETURN. 
The rat return for the week ending January. 
16th showed that 1672 rats were caught.in. the 


Colony, four of which were found to.be.in- | 


fected. For the week ending January 23rd 
923 rats were caught, none of which were in- 
fected with plague. se 
MORTALITY STATISTICS. Bhai 

The mortality statistics gave the following 
figures: Based on a death rate per 1000. per 
annum the percentage of death in the whole 


Colony for the week ended 2nd January was - 


19°4, and for the week~ended 9th January it 


was 19°9 as against 24°6 for the corresponding . 


week of last year. 
7 LIMEWASHING RETURNS. ; 
For the fortnight ended 12th January 1929 
houses were limewashed in the Eastern and 1070 
in the \ entral District. : . 


THE CHINA ASSOCIATION. 
-——e-+-e—_ 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HONGKONG BRANCH. 


The annual general meeting of the Hongkong 


Branch of the China Association was held at the . 


City Hall yesterday afternoon. Mr. Murray 
Stewart presided, and there were slso present 
Mr. C. H. 
J. W. C. Bonnar, Mr. W. G. Humphreys, Mr. 
H. R. B. Hancock, Mr. E. G. Barrett (com- 
mittee), Mr. A, S. D. Cousland (secretary), 
the- Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock, the Hon. Mr. 
W. J. Gresson, Mr. J. M. R. Smith, and 
Mr. J. Armstrong, Mr. J. C. Peter, Mr. E. F. 
Mackay, Mr. 
Mr. A. Forbes, Mr. W. 8. Bailey, Mr. 
Macdonald, Mr. G. Morton Smith, Mr. J.D, 
Auld, Mr. D. K. Moss, and Mr. J. Cochrane, 
The CHAIRMAN said:—The notice calling 


‘this meating and the annual report having 
[been in your hands for somo days I presume 
‘that the formality of reading 


em may be 
“dispensed with, and accordingly I propose to 
proceed at once with our first business,—the 
consideration of the repcrt. In moving its 
adoption, I should perhaps explain its Frcrs, 
Its form differs from that of most of those which 
have preceeded it. Most of these have con- 
tained an appendix in which has appeared much 
of the years correspondence. This time no 
letters have been printed in full. The reason 
for thatis twofold. Forone thing the proportion 
of correspondence requiring to be treated as con- 
fidential was last year larger than usual. This is 


your committee toshroud their doings in mystery. 
Confidential treatment of correspondence has in 
all cases been imposed upon us; we merely keep 
faith’ in thus dealing with it. I mention this 
because I have seen it suggested that your 
Committee is unduly enamoured of secretive 
methods. The notion isa mistaken one. Our 
correspondence is at all times open to the 
inspection of members, but all of it is not 
necessarily therefore suitable for publication. 
As regards correspondence not requiring to be 
treated confidentially, the reason why it does 
not appear is simply that it seemed on re- 
perusal to be ins cae @ interesting for 
repre uction in detail. I am mae 
responsible for this I.feél free to state the fact. 
By way of doing penance I volunteered to 
wade through these two formidable bundles of 
stale stuff. which you see on the table, picking 
out the least uninteresting passages, and string- 


ing them together in a brief relation of the 


year's work, thus enabling you rapidly to scan 
't, and to see at a glance what we have been 
doing. My object was to save your patience. 
Some of the patience thus saved will, I hope, be 
available for supplementary reference to the 
topics touched upon. Oe ae: 
Tho first is for the moment threadhare. We 
sympathise with the-desire of the British com- 
munity of Tientsin to maintain a British Post 


Office. With them we rest in hope. There is 


nothing else to be done in the meantime. .. 
same remark applies to thelottery ticket question, 
while the adage “least said soonest mended, 
precisely meets the present case of the boycott. 


Concerning the problem ,of the protection of 


Trade Marks its vital importance to’ the; prde- 


Ross, Mr. H. BE. Tomkins, Mr. 


Shellim, Mr. C. 8. Gubbay, © 


not in any degree due to a desire on the part of © 


rts doiotagts Acer pm av 


~ 
t 


gas hy BA Cpa 


ct 


edits 


Di Oh vap rode 


ek se ene LE ee 


nN 


comment. The day when it will be possible 
to” take a ‘ticket from Kowloon to Calais, 
seems’ still prévokingly remote. Of giant 
strides towards the realisation of this dream 
I wish we could hear more. As a begin- 
ning I wish we could even see good reason to 
believe that it will soon be possible to take 
a ticket from ‘Kowloon to Canton. I wish 
there were good grounds for hoping that the 
‘ hinese section of the lina thither will be com- 
pleted as soon as the British section. I wish we 
could ascertain that the acquisition of the re- 
quisite iand was being pushed forward 
vigorously. Unfortunately we know that it is 
not. For some reason there is delay. Money 
for the purpose has been handed over in various 
instalments tothe official responsible, but still 
the business hangs fire. The difficulties of | 
acquiring land for the Yueh Han Railway have 
been overcome, with comparative ease. What 
is it that makes the difficulties on the Chinese 
section of the Kowloon line so much more for- 
midable? No wonder if in this Colony we ask 
the question with some impatience. 

As regards the reference in the report 
to the work of construction on the Kwang- 
tung section of the Canton-Hankow railway 
a word of explanation is necessary. The rapid 
progress recently made was noted with satis- 

_ faction. The particulars are public pro? 
perty. Forty-four miles of track are open 
to traffic. Two trains run daily over the whole 
distance. Each way the journey takes three 
hours. This does not exactly indicate the top 
speed of the train. In the 44 miles are 12 
stoppages. Additional trains run regularly to a 
halfway station some 20 odd miles out from 
Canton, Already the stimulating effect is ap- 
parent. It is not only that villagers throng 
the train. That fact is patent to any casual 
observer. A fact not so readily realised is that 
there is also the beginning of a local freight 
traffic—cattle and vegetables coming into Can- 
ton from the country; fish going out to inland 
villages. Asa local line the success of the 
undertaking is already assured. Precisely 
because of that there is danger. There is danger 
lest the management should see no further than 
that. The directors are drawn chiefly ‘from the 
local gentry and merchants. It is probable that 
few of them have travelled widely. It may'be 
that some of them have never travelled at 
all. It is therefore open to donbt whether they 
| + realise to the full the possibilities opening out 
‘ofthe little station yard at Wongsha. Failure 
to realise those possibilities now will result in cur- 
tailing them hereafter. If the railway is ever to 
be operated as part of a great trunk line and a 
large local traffic is to run simultaneously, 
a double track in the immediate vicinity of 
Canton will become a necessity, and there 
will be pressing need for more room at 
the terminus. It will be well for the future 
of the enterprise if these things are realised and 
acted upon promptly. The price of both land: 
and labour will rise as the influence of increased 
facilities of communication makes itself felt. 
The directors should look ahead. They have the 
history of the short-sightedness of any number of 
other pioneer directors, similarly situated in 
other countries, toguidethem. The criticism 
thus elaborated is made in no carping spirit. It 
is made in a friendly spirit. It is not made be- 
cause this Association has in former years 
committed itself to the opinion that the-Chi- 
nese would be wise to entrust the building of 
the wholé line: from Hankow to Canton toa 
forsigi' contractor. We may hold to that 
opinion ‘and yet, realising the uselessness of 
putting it forward at the present time, accept 
the position that the people of Kwangtung 
prefer to build their own railways and wish 
them success. But our interest in the progress 
of the ling justifies criticism of the methods 
employed in its construction. When the Hong- 
kong ‘Government lent the money for its re- 
demption ‘the ‘understanding was that the line 
‘ project was not to be hung 
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wai to' be built; the 

“or therély played with. For some time it 

- Jéoked''as if the Chinese were merely ‘playing 

ie ith if, ~"ThatAves the impression’ which 1 
< 


years ago when I paid a 
visit tothe rail head. I was still under that 
impression when at last - year's annual 
‘mecting; after a year's absence in England 
and speaking with the greater freedom of 
an ordinary member, I made a remark 
which was held unduly to disparage the pro- 
gress made, : , 

I desire now to make what amends I can by 
giving equal publicity to an opinion recently 
expressed by an expert witness, a highly quali- 
fied railway engineer, that, judged on the lines 
which have been adopted by the management, 
progress may be regarded as not unsatisfactory, 
This does not disprove the contention that -the 
Chinese, by- themselves, cannot yet succesfully 
undertake serious railway ‘enterprise, because 
of course they are employing foreign 
engineers of various nationalities. The tun- 
neling difficulties which lie in wait, some- 
where about the seventieth mile, and the 


heavy bridge work ‘entailed be the crossing of | 


the North River, will test the efficiency of their 
staff methods in due time, but in the meantime 
the point I want to make is that, in expert 
opinion, the work done, as far as it goes—for 
the 45 miles of track at present laid—some 
ballasted, some not—some bridges permanent, 
others temporary—and for 35 miles of embank- 
ment reported as being nearly complete beyond 
—the work done does receive guarded com- 
mendation. . But that is no reason why we 
should refrain from criticising, on general lines, 
the directors’ policy, if we consider it susceptible 
of improvement. Hence the comment in the 
report. 

Concerning the remaining subjects with which 
it deals I have little to add; not because there is 
little to say, but because there isso much. The 
subsidiary coin problem we have always with us 
and shall have as long as the solution indicated 
in the report is delayed. The solution involves 
the greater problem presented by the state of 
China’s curren y. If things at their worst are 
bound to mend the state of « hina's currency 
may be optimistically regarded. -Itis in a state 
of indescribable chaos. With the increasing 
popularity of the idea of issuing unsecured notes 
in unlimited quantities all the forces of confu- 
sion seem now to be at work. Scores of differ- 
ent sorts of taels, dozens of doubtful kinds of 
dollars, an infinite variety of subsidiary coins, 
brass cash, copper cash, cash on strings or by 
the cartload; dollar notes, notes representing 
sub-coin, myriads of notes representing cash 
pieces, native ordérs, chops, and heaven knows 
what else—all mixed up with the exchange pro- 
blems that arise between every town and village 
throughout the Empire, combine to create a 
gigantic conundrum. Native press telegrams 
state that the new ‘i'ael coin which was to have 
made all these crookednesses straight has already 
reached melting point. It is melting into thin 
air—vanishing in the glistening vision of a 
gold standard. This resuscitated dream repre- 
sents a great idea, to be worked towards 
gradually, the first step an undoubted Imperial 
dolar. But even that would leave untouched 
much of the general welter, So must we. 

I do not propose to launch outon the subject 
of opium. ‘I'o deal adequstely with that would 
perhaps require a historical survey reaching 
back through misty centuries to the time when 
Chinese junks traded as far west as the Persian 

ulf. I confine myself to raising a point which 
seems somehow to have received scant attention. 
It is this.’ How can the apologists of China 
reconcile her claim to be protected from the 
Indian export with the fact that China herself 
exports the ? One would have thought 
that the first thing for China to have done 
would have been to desist from the practice she 
so loudly complains of in others. It may be 
said that the amount is small, but in a matter 
of conscience there can te no dimensions. 
Tf, as is said, it is iniquitous that the Indian 
Government should debauch the Chinese in 
China, is it not equally wrong of the Chinese 
Government to debauch its subjects in the 
Straits and in Indo-China, by conniving at the 
export thither of the home-grown article? May 
we not reasonably ask as a preliminary that 
China should practice what she preaches ? But 
in all ihatters relating to opinm the Conference 
holds the field. The China Association may as 
well hold its breath. No words will be, listened 
to until the results of the Shanghai symposium 
are made known. ; 
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These are all. the subjects upon w , 
report touches. . A final word: of explan is: 
needful concerning the many ‘interesting sub- 

markable.. 
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whether any foreigner has ever yet su edin | 
understanding the workings of the Chinese mind, 
‘Io this doubt is mainly due the circumstance - 
that the events which three months ago startled _ 
the world led to no “pronouncements” from here, : 
The death of the late Emperor and of the Hm- | 
press Dowager—the peaceful transference of - 
the reins of power—the subsequent fall of Yuan - 
and his exit from the Peking stage—of all these . 
dramatic incidents no word was said. If any: | 
thing required to be ‘said it was clearly the more 
difficult business of our colleagues in the North 
to say it. We have kept strictly to our own 
business down South. ‘Our task has been light: 
because with very few exceptions such incidents 
as have arisen to threaten good relations with 
the Canton authorities, have been successfully 
dealt with through the ordinary official channels 
and comment from us was thus rendered needless. 
How light our task has been is made|manifest — 
by the modest proportions of the report, the 
adoption of whith, together with the accounts, 
I now formally move, 7 ; 

Hon. Mr. Potnock—Mr. Chairman, I have 
very much pleasure in seconding the adoption 
of the report and accounts. From the report 
which is in our hands it is evident that you and 
your fellow members of the committees have 
during the past year, had some very delicate 
and difficult subjects to handle, and I think, 
Sir, that you an your committee deserve the 
thanks, not merely of members of this Associa- 
tion, but also of the community generally for 
the firm and tactful manner with which you 
have dealt with these questions (applause). 

The motion was putand carried amaminously, _ 

It was proposed by Mr. Forbes and seconded 
by Mr, Shellim that the retiring Committee 
should elected. This motion was also carried 
unanimously. This being all the business the 
meeting then adjourned. 
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8ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, KOWLOON. — 


The annual meeting of seatholders - and 
subscribers of the above Church convened in 
accordance with the Trust Deed was held in the 
Vestry on Thursday last at 5,30 p.m. Right 
Rev. Dr. Lander, the Bishop of Victoria, 
presiding. a 

The accounts for year 1908 as presented by 
Rev. A. J. Stevens and audited by Sir. ¢. Paul - 
Chater, C.M.G. were unanimously accepted. . 
The receipts totalled $2,435.10 (principal items 
being seat. rents $380.00; offertories $929.79, 
donations including Chaplain’s fees remitted . 
31,019.30) and the! expenditure to $2,389.38, 
leaving a balance of' $45.72. ae 

The Auditor’s honorary.service was thankfall, 
referred to by the Chairman,-and the thanks 


of 
the meeting were accorded to Sir C. Paul Chater. 
for his interest and ,aasistance, the Auditor | 
elected for ensuing year being Mr. EH. Haywar 
The retiring Vestry—Engineer Captain - 
J. Fielder, Messrs. G. M. Eves and R. Packham 
—were re-elected, and Messrs. H. T. Richardson, 
B. L. Frost and T. Hunter elected as Vestry for 


1909, - : ; : 

The Chairman, after thanking the outgoing 
Vestry for their past services, requested: those. 
elected to use their individual influence with 
the residents of Kowloon to support the finan- 
cial needs of the \ hurch! in order that setisfac- 
tory arrangements might be: made to , 
the services of a Chaplain in succession tothe: 
Rev. A. J. Stevens to whom on the motibn'. 
‘of the Bishop the members preserit expresééd: 
their sympathy in the difficulties hé has experi=: 
enced during his Chaplaincy ‘and th rdisk: 
wishes for his future welfare, =< -°*! 

A vote of thanks: was ‘accorded: 
Lesheril for her honorary service 
since the departure of Miss Rooks; 
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" ‘on the will of the late Joao 
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_. ‘SUPREME COUKT. 
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Monday, February 1s. 


In Propate JURISDICTION. 


‘Berore His Honour Siz Franets 
- Pracorr (CHre¥r Justice). 


AN AMBIGUOUS WILL. 
A friendly action was heard by His Lordship 


jury were entitl 
evidence which had bean left to them, 
had not been translated to the prisoners. 
Evidence was given by fourteen witnesses for 
the prosecution, four of whom gave their evidence 
‘’in English and ten in Punti. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY ‘PRESS ‘AND 
Mr. Calthrop said the point was whether the ~ 
same as if i : 
They must be present at-the-trial:: - 
the authorities, would you contend : 
case could have-been maintained if the prisoners | 
were not represented by counsel ? Be ae 


ed to give their verdict on | 


and which 


The Attorney-General—I desire at once to 


intervene and say I don't admit any of this. It 
should have been stated on affidavit. - 


The Chief Justice—I don't see the necessity 


for an affidavit. 


Mr. Calthrop said the English evidence was 


" who was asked to place the ere not translated into Hoklo to the prisoners, 
nea va.| neither was the evidence of the ten Punti 


The plaintiff was J. M. P. da Silva, son of| Fitnesses, The Chinese detective who arrested 
deceased and executor of the will, the defendant: +), sgcond prisoner admitted in his evidence that 


being M. A.P da Silva, widow of the deceased. | he did not tell the accused what.he was charged 


_ Sir Henry Berkeley, K C., instructed by Mr. 
H. K. Holmes igpresented the plaintiff, and the 


‘with, remarking that he only spoke Punti, and 
.the prisoner, being a Hoklo, would not under- 


‘Hon, Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., who was in- : 
{ sted rp eo ‘stand more than two words in ten. Counsel 
by Mr. Otto Kong Sing, appeared for | .hmitted that a prisoner could not be convicted 


the defendant. Ve 
Sir Henry Berkeley informed the Court that. 
the action was rendered necessary in order that ? 
the true construvtion might be placed on the 
will of the late Mr. da Silva. The action was 


practically in the nature of a friendly suit, and 


n anything but legal evidence; that was the 
nly evidence the law allowed to be left to 4 
In a civil action admissions could be 


made by counsel and by the parties so as to 
dispense 


Cc 


with strictly legal evidence, but in s 
case it was clearly laid down that no 


was brought about because of the inability of admissions could be made at all 


the widow and the executor and trustee to agree 
to the proper construction to be placed princip- | 
ally on the fifth clause of the will, The other 
clauses would ‘also be laid before the Court, and 
the construction to be placed upon them would. 
also be solicited. The contention, so far as 
Counsel could see, would be as to the true con- 
struction of clause five, but it was possible that 
the parties might not agree on the other clauses. 

Mr. Pollock—There is also a question about 
repairs and insurance. | 

Sir Henry Berkeloy—The question will arise: 
on the other clauses. = 


The Chief Justice—In felony ? 
Mr. Calthrop—lIwill go as far as misdemeanour. 


Proceeding, Counsel said the reason for this was 
that before 1836 counsel were not allowed to 
appear on bebalf of prisoners in felony cases, 
therefore all the evidence had to be given strictly, 
He submitted that the alteration in the law 
which allowed Counsel to appear for prisoners 
in felony cases had not made any alteration in 
the law of evidence. 


The Chief Justice—Do you mean to say 


_ prisoners were not allowed to retain counsel? 


Mr. althrop—They were allowed to retain 


Counsel then read the originating summons | ; 
; ‘ . A + them, but counsel could not examine or address 
andthe following questions which they asked 11, Court. Continuing, counsel submitted that 


his Lordship to determine :— 

1. What estate or interest does the defendant 
take in the chattels and effects mentioned in the . 
fifth persgrept of the will of the said Joao Maria | 
Antonio da Silva, deceased ? 

2. If the defendant takes a life interest in the 
gaid chattels and effects (determinable on re- | 
marriage) what, if any, inventory should be 
signed, or undertaking as to safe custody should | 
be given by her in respect thereof ? 

3. What estate or interest does the defendant 
take'in the testator's leasehold properties ? | 


4. If the defendant takes a life interest in '- 


mich leasehold properties (determinable on re- : 
marriage) is she entitled’ to the enjoyment of | 
the whole thereof in specie, or should the plain- ' 
tiff as executor take the renta and profits: 
thereof (excepting such ‘messuage as may for | 
the time being be occupied by the defendant) 
and ‘pay the same after deducting Crown rent, 
rates, ordinary repairs, insurance and other out- 
goings to the defendant ? 
5. ‘What estate or interest does the defendant | 
take isthe shares of the testator in public! 
companies, and what, if any, transfers of such! 
shares should be made by the executor? =~ ; 
6. What'person or persons should have the 
custody of the testator's collection of coins 
referred ‘to in the said will? \ 
After hearing the numerous authorities quot- 
ed'by Counsel ‘for the plaintiff and defendant, 
his Lordship decided that the costs of the appli- 
cation should come out of the estate, and be taxed 
as between solicitor and ‘client. The trustee | 


: The case was ‘adjourned stne die. 


Wednesday, February 3rd. 


. In APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 


Brrore THE Fouts Cover. 
mR 6 _ - 
__.. _ HE PHAK MURDER APPEAL. 
Mr. H. G. ( althrop, instructed by Mr. R. D. 


 Afkingon (of Messrs. «Dedcon, Looker and ; 


Deacon) appeared to appeal against’ the finding 
of the jury in the Peak Murder case on the 
ground that the evidence had not been trenslated 
fo the prisoners. The Hon. Mr. W. Ree. 
Davies, K.C., Attorney-General, instructed “by 
Mfr. FB, L. Bowley, Crown Solicitor, sppeate 
as respondent. — 


aoe eae 
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all the evidence left to a jury must be evidence 
which the prisoner had heard or, if deaf and 
dumb, which had been communicated to him by 


signs. Whethor a prisoner was defended by 
counsel or not it was just as necessary that 
the evidence should be translated to him. A 
prisoner had always been entitled to make a 
statement, and it was impossible for a pri- 
soner to make an adequate statement unless 
he heard what the evidence was against 
him. Another reason was that he could 
not assist his counsel in the cross-examination 
unless the evidence was translated at the time. 
The ordinances out here, when a case came 
before the magistrate, decided that evidence 
must be, when necessary, translated to a prisoner. 
Mr. Calthrop submitted that neither counsel 
for a prisoner or a prisoner could waive any 
irregularity as to the admission of evidence. If 
any évidence was left to the jury which ought 
not to have been left to them, the verdict must 
be quashed. 


The Attorney-General submitted that this was 
not a question of law within the meaning of the 
section. Section 78 of the Criminal Procedure 
Ordinance of 1899 said a judge might, in his 
discretion, reserve for the consideration of the 
Full Gourt any question of law which might 
arise on the trial of any indictment. 

The Chief Justico—What is this, if it is not 
a question of law P 

The Attorney-General—A question of proce- 
dure or practice. The Attorney-General then 
eded to point out to their Lordships what 
had been held not to be questions of law. The 
prisoners in the case, he ‘said, were not in any 
respect demnified or prejudiced. In the Colony 
where he last: served there were four languages 
used in the Courts, and it was not the practice 
to interpret the evidence. 


The Chief Justice—If we decide against you |. 
in this case I may’ say that the Courts in the 
-|other Colony will follow our practice. 


‘Ths 4 ttorney-General—I doubt it. 
* The Chief Justice—If. we have an empire of 


procedure —-if we are going to hang anyone— 
“that is Just. 


The Attorney-General—My learned friend has 
+ not-cited to your Lordships any real authority 
to show that the fact of counsel representing 
(the prisoners does not avail in favour of the 


| prosecution. 


doubtful. ; 


we are doubtful of. “4 


races of many nationalities we must have 


The Chief Just :. 
if the!-:prisoners -were = -absen§h:.: 
"that: this. ‘ 


Attorney-General—That is extremely 

at | rat Le: a 
the only point 
The Attorney-General—There “is nothing. in | 


The 
The Chief Justico—That is 


the law that I can discover’ which requires  - 


evidence to be interpreted. ERY 
' The Chief Justice—It amounts to this:-if: 
the evidence is not interpreted; .why should - 
the prisoners be present. The law says 
they must be present, and the reason 
of the law is that they should hear and under- 
stand what is going on. If they don’t hear and - 
understand, they might as well be absent. | 

The Attorney-General—Counsel was instruc- 
ted in this cage through a solicitor and:through 
an interpreter. I submit it is not a -case-in - 
which any hardship has’ been inflicted. It is 
simply a case of irregularity in the procedure, 
and this provision in the law does not authorise, - 
as the Imperial Act does, a new i It 
regnixes thet the conviction ehould be ‘either 
affirmed or set aside, ; ; 

The Chief Justico—What is the law? If the 
conviction is quashed, could they be tried again.? 

The Attorney-General—I should say not, but 
I am not prepared to say:that I should not 
try them again. 

The Chief Justice—It seems to me that quash- 
ing » conviction means there is no conviction. 

‘The Attorney-General—The , 
practice of the Court has been followed fn this 
matter —the practice which the late Court inter- 
preter, Mr. Li Hong Mi, stated in his affidavit, 
has prevailed since he has been here. 

The 
here. In the first murder trial I conducted, I 
ordered the procedure to be altered. ; 

The Court reserved its decision. 7 

A ‘QUESTION OF JUBISDICTON. 

Re Chan Yuen Shan ox parte Chan King 

In this ‘appeal Sir Henry Berkeley, K. C., 
who was instructed by Mr. Otto Kong Sing 
appeared for the ju 
Hon. Mr. H. B. Pollock, K.U., instructed 
Mr. Crowther Smith (of Messrs. Almada 
Smith) for the petitioning creditor. 

Sir Heury Berkeley told the Court this was 
an appeal from a decision of the Chief Justjceon a 
question of jurisdiction afising on a bankruptoy 


petition, The matter was argued before the - 


Chief Justice in the Court below, ‘and he had. 
some hesitation in bringing the matter again by 
way of appeal, but did so because-the matter 
was one of considerable difficulty and because 
the Chief Justice had mentioned “ that it: was 


no means clear’, although he arrived . 


h 

aitiaataly at-a decision. The question here-was 
whether by certain acts or certain .conduot, in 
certain premises, with regard to certain property 
which was being sold, the debtor had made-that 
place a place of business. He thought the deter- 
mination of this Court would depend entirely 
upon the view the Court was inclined to-take ef 
the evidence as to the acts of the debtor and the 
place where those acts were performed. “He 
smbmitted that the premises of ‘the .Kwong 
Mau firm could not be found to be « place-of 


business by implication, but by direot evidence 

only. a 
Mr. Pollock contended that the premises: of 
business... - 


the Kwong Man here were a place of 


After argament their Lordships ‘reserved - 


their decision. 


Thursday, February 4th. 
Iw ‘BANKRUPTCY, 
Barore ‘His Honour ‘Sr Francts 
Piacorr (CHImF- JUSTICE). 


THR ALLANA ESTATE. 
The Chief Justice delivered his deci 
jurisdiction of the Court over 
bankruptcy proceedings... The 
‘on a motion 


ee 


set aside the sale of 


8. A. Marican. 


the bankrupts property.ta 


6 


om Beek 


4 og 


traditional — 
Chief Justice—Not since I have been - 


Po. 


ent creditor, and the ~ 


od_his decision on a. 
point raised by Mr. Hastings with regard to the 2 


ht by the Official: Receiver to, 


Tustioe—Is-inot--this ‘just ‘the: . 


latte phatstoset atte testa asm eg acai sn Lit 


Seep l A ad, 


t 


. Februaxy:6,4909.)° _ cee 
_ Mr.-J.:Soott: Harston (of Messrs. Hwens and 


« Harston) represented:the. Official Receiver, and 
Mr.John Hastings (of Messrs. Hastings and 


 . Hastings)-app for the purchaser. 
His Lontbin said motion has been 


_ made in this case which is - practically 
' to et:-aside .an assignment made by the 
- bankrupt Allana of his business to Marican, 
for:certain reasons. which are set out in the 
notice of motion: I say practically to set aside, 

nse T.em-not quite sure that the motion may 
not:require some amendment, but a preliminary 
objection’ was taken by Mr. Hastings on behalf 
of.the purchaser of the business, that this Court 
sitting -in bankruptcy has no jurisdiction to 
_-entertain such a motion, and this question was 
argued on the basis that the motion ‘vas, as I 
have described it. The objection stated shortly 

', is this: - That this is a question which concerns 
a stranger to the bankruptcy; that the Court of 

- Bankruptcy -at Home has jurisdiction t6 decide 
such a question only in virtue of section 102 of 

the Banborey Act of 1853; that section has 

not been introduced into'the Colonial Ordinance 
No! 7 of 1891, which is otherwise based in the 

_-, English-Act, and that therefore this Court being 
* the-bankruptoy. side of the Supreme Court, has 
no yarisdiction. The problem thus raised is 

one which I have had. the greatest difficulty in 
solving. Sections 122-162 of the Home Act give 
certain power to the Bankruptcy Court, which 

is to decide all questions of priorities, and all 
other questions of law and fact which may arise 

-in any case of bankruptcy, of which it may 

_ deam it nécessary or expedient to decide for 
the purpose of doing complete justice or making 

_-& complete distribution of property. This 
sectionshas been omitted from the Hongkong 

; ‘Ordinances for reasons which are not apparent 
a, . and-T do not'think-I have the right to enquire 
. _ ,  aliumde os’ from the explanatory report made by 
__. the “Attorney-General of the time what the 

‘<. reasons’ were which induced him to omit it. 

But I must seek for tho reasons as best I may. 

He cannot have thought it superfluous, because 

 : no law officer in a Colony would take upon 
himself the great responsibility of go deciding 

with -re to ‘an important section of such 

ane of es a re may have thought 

it unnecessary in olony, having special 

regard to-the constitution of the Supteme Court 
of the Colony. and this is the contention advanced 

by Mr. Harston in support of the motion. Now 
it has-been assumed throughout the argument 

that the object of section 102 which was section 

72 of the act of 1869 is the only section 

whieh confers jurisdiction on the court of bank- 

_Tuptoy against strangers. This is certainly 

not said in so many words, but it does not seem 

as if there is a concensus of opinion that this is 

oot. its object, that is to give the bankruptey court 
aie jurisdiction to decide questions affecting stran- 
x8-to the bankruptcy which would otherwise 
Meeided by the other court. Now whatever 
may be said as.to‘the personal jurisdiction of the 
j in England, the different jurisdictions of 
pects Dip Court are well defined, but here 

" ever g is vested in the Chief Justice, the 
; Ju has @ co-ordinate jurisdiction, 
. but for all practical purposes the Chief Justice 
_ is the justice at common law in equity and 
" in ‘bankruptcy. 


the ordinance, I should not have omitted this 

section, because it is desirable to preserve in 

f the Colonial courts as far as possible the 

' - ¢ forms of the courts at Home. But in order to 

a ‘adopt this reasoning I should have to satisfy 

aes myself that there is no provision which preserves 

_ here the lines of demarcation of the several 

i sani the Englhsh courts. Mr. 

a! n's-most ingenious argument in brief is 

- ° this—By section 4 of the repeal Ordinance No. 

' $, 1855, which dealt with the constitution of 

the Supreme Court, it is provided that it 

. Bhall..not be ziecessary to bring any proceed- 

ing on ‘the equity side of. the court for 
the purpoee of bringing to another oo 


“ « 


x 


me any 6qiitable claim, enee or question in¢id- 
> + * ent ores 


(ar opllateral or arising out of any p 
_ ing Giitiny“other side of the said co 
‘gach claim:may be heard on petition | or 
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proceeding. By section 4 of Qvdinance 5 of | 
1864 the old Bankruptey-Ordinance it Was | 
provided that the Supreme Court “shall have 
jarisdiction in bankruptcy, and the Chief 
Justice, when sitting in ptcy, shall have 
all the powers rights and privileges which are 
now exercised or enjoyed by him, except where 
this ordinance otherwise specially provides.” 
The subsequent repeal ordinances of of 1891, 
bankruptoy, and 6 of 1901, civil procedure, 
preserve rights and privileges etc., jurisdiction or 
principle etc., created by the ordinances “ sever- 
ally pene The argument is this that the 
court of bankruptcy by 5 of 1864 has the same 
powers rights and privileges as the Supreme 
Court in its original jurisdiction and in this 
jurisdiction by 3 of 1858 the distinction for the 
purpose of jurisdiction between equity and 
common law is abolished, therefore the court 
in bankruptcy has equity jurisdiction and 
therefore section 102 is unnecess because it 
would confer a jurisdiction “to decide priorities 
ete.” which it already has. It seems to me 
quite probable that this was in the mind of the ! 
ttorney-General when drafting the bankruptcy 
ordinance in 1891, but Z hesitate to adopt it, 
because sec. 5 of 1864 refers to the “ Chief Justice 
sitting in bankruptcy,” and if seems to me that 
the “powers, rights and privileges,” which arecon- 
ferred upon him when he is sitting in bankruptcy 
are those personal privileges enjoyed by a judge 
at common law, as for example the power to 
commit for contempt, and from my experience of 
drafting I know tha: it i- necessary in order to 
remove doubts to confer these old common law 
privileges on a judge when he is sitting in a 
newly created jurisdiction. I express this 
opinion in order to.show that I have not over- 
looked Mr. Harston’s argument. I am not 
positive whether it is the answer to it, but in 
view of the opinion I have formed on the 
question, loo-ed at from another point 
of view, it is mot mecessary for me to 
decide the point definitely. I must now 
look at section 102 a little more closely 
and see: whether what I am asked to do 
in this case does not fall within the inherent 
jurisdiction of the Court to carry out the 
Bankruptcy Ordinance, with the administration 
of which it is charged. Ellis v. Silber was 
much relied on by Mr. Hastings, but all it 
decides is that the jurisdiction conferred on the 
Bankruptcy Court by section 102 is not an 
exclusive jurisdiction; and that if proceedings 
are being taken in the Court of Common Law 
or Equity, it cannot be said by virtue of 
this section that they ought to have been 
brought. in the bankruptcy. On the other 
hand it is undoubtedly the fact that in 
all the cases either this section or its 
predecessor, section 72 of the Act of 1869 is 
referred to. But the contention in this case is- 
that the effect of section 102 is to create all the 
jurisdiction which is necessary to the Bankruptcy 
Court to deal with 2 question whenever a 
stranger is affected. Now, the first thing which 
strikes one on looking at the section, is the 
reference to “priorities.” It says that every 
Court having jurisdiction in Bankruptcy under 
the Act, is to have full power to decide all 
questions of priorities. Pausing there for a 
moment, certain priorities over other debts in 
respect of a-certain class of debts—rates, 
wages etc. are created by section 31 of the 
Ordinance, which is to all intents and purposes 
the same provision as sections 1 and 2 of the 
Act of 1888, which is added to section 40 of the 
Act of 1883. Now, as these priorities, which 
rank among themselves pari passu, are 
determined by the Act itself, it seems clear that 
they are not the priorities referred to in section 
102. We must therefore go back to stction 9 
(2), which is section 10 (2) of our Ordinance. 
That clause provides that the provisions of the 
section which deal with the effect of a receiving 
order, are not to affect the power of a secured 
creditor to realise or otherwise deal with his 
security. It-is obvious that questions of 
priority may arise among the secured 
creditors; and as they lie outside the bank- 
ruptey, unless they are brought in by the 
creditors themselves; the Court of Bankruptey 
could have no power of dealing with such ques- 
ton. Power is given to the Court at home by 
section 102 to settle these priorities, and hence 
i think must have arisen the idea that the sec- 


: by-s0 ton confers a power on the Court to determine | 
.~* motion instituted in euch last “mentioned duestions affecting strangers; for eovured oredi- 


tors, unless they come in; 
ed as rs to the: 

by section 102 the Court ‘has. 

the priorities . of © these <credit 
themselves, I am not sure ‘that: this‘ 
not furnish an answer to, the question, " 
has been raised as to the jurisdiction 
this Court; subject to what I have ‘already - 
said, I should have''thought it’ clear: ‘that - 
the Chief Justice sitting in bankraptéy could. 
not decide questions of priorities among secured ' 
creditors in the absence.of a pxovision resombling 
section 102. I think therefore that the omission © 
of such a provision must have been deliberate. — 
I shall have to consider the effect of section’30 | 
of the Ordinance which ‘refers to secured: 
creditors, presently. I think that this relieves’ 
me of the necessity of considering whether ‘the | 
remaining words of this part of section 102— 
“and all. other questions whatsoever whether 
of law or fact”—are to be governed by ‘the 
ejusdem generis rule, for, if one part of the - 
section was deliberately omitted all of it 
must be treated as omitted. But one thing is 
quite clear, that the jurisdiction conferred by 
section 102 is additional to the normal juris- 
diction of the Bankruptcy Court—the section. 
itself begins “subject to the provisions of this _ 
Act”—and it is here that I think I have lighted 
upon the weak spot in Mr. Hastings able argnu- 
ment. Granted that section 102 confers a | 
special power to deal with questions affecting - 
strangers, and without going to the extreme 
of saying that this means questions arising 
between strangers (because although, in the 
absence of the authorities I should be strongly 
inclined to think it did, in the presence of those — 
authorities I can hardly do so) it does not follow 
that all questions affecting strangers are dealt 
with solely under section 102. For there is this 
question which must frequently arise, and—look- 
ing at the cases quoted in the books under — 
section 9, I should say has frequently arisen—Is 
the creditor who says he is secured really 
secured? If the Bankruptcy Court cannot 
decide this question, but must, as itis contended, 
always remit the decision of it to another Court, - ae 
endless litigation would result, with - endless vont 
costs, and the true functions of the Court. of 
Bankruptcy would® disappear. .It seems to' me 


impossible to contend that, if a creditor - 
says he is secured, the Court cannot - 
decide whether he is secured.. I think 


that the Court has power under section 

43 to decide the question, for under | 
that section (section 50 of the Act at — 7 
Home) the trustee must take possession of the 8 
bankrupt’s property, and he may apply to the sar 
Court not merely to enforce his acquisition, but. A 
also to enforce his retention ofit. Now, ifthe e 
trustee goes into possession of a business; ashe =~ 
might have done in the present case, a creditor 
who held a security such as Mr. Marican does 
here, would naturally come forward and set up 
his cecurity: the Court has power to enforce the 
trustee's “retention” of the business, and I 
think on the ordinary meaning of language this 
must mean to decide the quéstion pf his. 
right to retain possession. What difference 
can it make if the person who holds the 
security is not a creditor? It is perfectly 
true that a secured creditor may under sec- 
tion 30 of the Colonial Ordinance, which is 
based on the bankruptcy rules at Home, and 
not on @ section of the Act, realise his security 
and prove for the balance of his claim; but _ 
until he does this he rests on his security, and 
stands outside the bankruptcy, and is just as* . 
much a stranger to it-as a person inthe position — 
of Mr. Marican who has bought the business. 
Now let us see what the position is. I send the 
trustes into possession, as if he were a receiver 
of the bankrupt’s property ; I will assume that 
the trustee knows nothing of what has taken 
place between the bankrapt .and Marican, 
but knows only that the business has ‘been — 
carried on by the bankrupt. Then Mr. 
Marican, finding the trustee in ion, 
wants to have the rights, which he alleges ‘he 
has, protected. That he may bring an-.acti 
at Common Law I have -no doubt: but’ 


ent”? surely he may, atid” 
without it being. necessary? to “finds. 
authority inthe act. ‘If, then, [hays juried: 


a to ‘entertain such an application, I must also 
i have jurisdiction to enforce the- acquisition and |: 
reténtion of this property on the application of 
thearustee, for the question to be decided is pre- 

isely the satne in both cases: is this business the 


ot ipt's. property, or has he made a valid 
in assigminetit-of it ete person who alleges that 
; he is the true owner? And ifthe right of the 
trustee is«chalionged in any other way, as in 
this case, by the person alleging himself to be 


the'dwner, setting ap his right, by proclaiming | : 


its existence in Court or in any other way which 
’ © would: prevent the trustee acting without 
bringing the question before the Court, it is 
inevitable. thaf I must have jurisdiction to 
decide the question of right involved, because 
it is precisely the same as in the simpler cases 
I have supposed. I therefore am of opinion 
that I’ have jurisdiction to entertain this 
motion. One thing further should be said: 
that even supposing the argument on which 
my opinion is based is wrong, am 
very strongly of opinion that Mr. Marican is 
not a stranger to the bankruptcy. The facts 
are simply these : the assignment was made on 
2nd November, the petition in bankruptcy was 
. filed on the 3rd, and: the only dssets are the | 
_ proceeds of the sale—the purchase price $400 
a month for a certain period. It would require 
* @ very great deal to convince me that the 
purchase was not made by Marican with a view 
to bankruptcy proceedings, and still more to 
induce me to hold that this did not amount to 
a submission to the Bankruptcy Court sufficient 
to give jurisdiction to deal with the assignment, 
The prelimin-ry objection being decided in 
favour of the petitioning creditor, he must have 
the costa of the day in any event when the costs 
of the motion come to taxation. 
APPLICATION TO WITHDRAW PETITION. 

‘ Re Luk Lai Cho ez parte Lo Chan. 

Mr. Leo d’Almada e Castro (of Messrs. Gold- 


ring, Barlow and Morrell), who appeared for | Scott. : 


the petitioning creditor, stated that, since the 


petition had been served on the debtor, arrange- | given you back the dollar 
ments had been made between the debtor and | cent piece 


a creditor for a settlement of the debt. He there- 
fore asked his Lordship to allow the petition to 
be withdrawn. i 


- His Lordship—What sort of arrangements ?r | dollar 


. Mr, Almada—I understand the creditor has 
‘been paid. 

| His Lordship—W hat about tho other creditor? 
Mr. Almada—No other creditors have filled 
in proofs. No receiving order has been made 


' yet. 


i 
jheardP 
« Mr. Almada—No. 

_ His Lordship—I have no jurisdiction. 

- S .. _& MISSING DEBTOR. 
‘ Re. Stella Brumfield, ex parte the debtor 

Mr. O. D. Thomson, who represented the 
debtor, applied for adjudication. There was an 


| son if you had offered him ten cents ?—I 


* 


THE HARBOUR MASTER AND 
DEBASED COINAGE. 


A TRAMWAY EPISODE. 


Interesting summons cases came on for hear- 
ing before Mr. J. H. Komp at the Magistracy 
on the 2nd inst. In one the Harbour Master 
proceeded against the motorman of tramcar 28 
for alleged assault, and in the other the Tram- 
way - 0. summoned the Harbour Master for 
obstruction. a 

Mr. J. Gray Scott, manager of the Tramway 
Co., drew the attention of the Court to an error 
in the summons taken out by the complainant, 
but remarked that he had the right defendant 
present. The complainant in the case, he re- 
marked, had notadopted an attitude that 
encouraged them to assist him. 

His Worship decided to take the charge of 
assault first, and after a little delay the motor- 
man, Ho Kwong, appeared in Court. 

Commander Basil R. H. Taylor, R.N,, 
Harbour Master, stated that dt about 430 on 
the afternoon of January 25th he boarded 
tramcar No. 28 and handed the conductor a 
dollar bill. He was tendered eighty cents 
change in Chinese money, and a ten cent Hong- 
kong piece. ‘ omplainant refused to accept-the 
Chinese money, demanding either Hongkong 
coinage or the return of his dollar. On arrival 
at his destination at the bottom of. Icehouse 
Street he got out of the car, and the conductor, 
who was still arguing with him, got out also. 
Witness again asked for change in Hongkong 
money, or the return of his dollar, but the con- 
ductor declined to give him either. This was in 
front of the car. They stood there for about a 
minute, and then the defendant started the car. 
Neither the defendant nor the conductor had 
any number visible, so that probably accounted 
for the error in the summons mentioned by Mr. 


His Worship—Supposing the conductor had 
P—I had one ten 
in my pocket which I could 
have given him. 
He didn’t ask you for ten cents, did he P—No. 
Did you tell him that if he gave back the 
you would give him ten cents ?—No. 
Don’t you think he would have returned the 


suppose he would have, but I was in a 
tremendous hurry on the occasion. 

But the quickest way would have been to 
have given the ten cents, wouldn’t it?—I 


His Lordship—The petition hag not yet been | Suppose it would. 


oo you go in front of the ‘car purposely P— 
e8. ; 


The weak point in your case is that conductors 


are not obliged to give change!—This man | 


offered it to me, and he should have given me 
proper change. 
e motorman was then called, and declared 


affidavit by Mr. Wakeman on the file stating | that when the complainant stopped his car he 


that he was present at a meeting of creditors 
when. resolution was passed that the debtor 
should be adju bankrupt. To-day: was the 

day? appointed for the public examination, but 
the debtor had gone to Shanghai. 

His Lordship—That was very wrongful. 

Mr. Thomson—TI had a letter from her giving 
her reasons. She said she had no money to live 
on. €he ought to have stayed. 

His Lordship—Let the public examination 
stand over. , 

’ Mr. Thomson—That can stand over, but I 
don't see why the adjudication should. 

, His Lordship—I will leave that in the hands 
of the “Official Receiver. He can decide what 
action shall be taken. 

«'  “& PERPETUAL MOTION.” 
| Re Tsang King. 
.. When this case was mentioned Mr. Holborow 
(of Messrs. Deacon, Looker and Deacon) applied 
for, another extension of tims before the motion 


Mr, Harston agteed, remarking that it was 


Necessary, = 
« His. Lordship—This is a sort of pérpetual 
riotion. | What time do you ask? 
_Mr.-Holborow—Three weeks. - 
'_ His Lordship—Botter take a month. 


noida 


Butterfield and Bwire, left Shanghai on the 30th 
vit. for Hankow en route to Peking, 


““Mr:J.-H; Scott,héad of the firm, of Messrs 


asked him to sign his name. The Harbour 
Master would not sign, so the witness got bdick 
on his car. Complainant continued to stand in 
front, so thé motorman sounded the gong +o 
| start the car. Even when he sounded the gong 
| complainant did not move, so he again got out 
: of the car, handed the Commander a way bill 
| and pencil, and again asked him to sign his 
name. Complainant pushed his hand away and 
| refused to sign, and refused a third time when 
j asked. _ Witness told him to take the/ninety 
; cents to the Tramway Company and get it 
! changed there. Complainant continued to stand 
some three or four feet in front of the car, so 
witness started the car at one point. Com- 
plainant pushed at the head of the car with his 
hands. Witness again sounded the gong, and 


then complainant stood to one side, but held on . 


to the car. 
Commander Taylor said the first part of this 
story related to the conductor. He could not 


remember anything being said about taking the 
ninety cents to the Company for change. 

His Worship thought the complainant had no 
right to stop the car, therefore the starting of 
of the car, which would otherwise have been an 
assault, was no assault. The charge would be 
dismissed. 


The summons against the Harbour Master 
for obstruction. was then mentioned. 

His Worship, (to Mr. Scott)—If you 
want to go on, | will go on with it. 


_ Mr. Scott said the positi 
ductor did not specify the 
He simply said “Fare 
if the fare had been tent 


piece. Defendant said he did not want CI 
money and asked witness to change. it.': Tho ™ 
conductor told him to take the ninety cents to © 
the Lompany and get change there. Defendant”: 
then put fhe ninety cents on the shelf of the 
car, and witness went to the rear. He was not _ 

iked for the dollar again. ‘Later witness . 
sounded the bell for the motorman. to start the _ 
car, but as it did not start he went-to the front 

e what was the matter. Seeing the:defen- ©. 

dant standing in front of the car he handed him 
a way bill and asked him to sign it, but ‘the . 
defendant refused. ame oF 

Mr. Scott explained that he had written to 
the defendant telling him that the “ninety 
cents were at his disposal when he liked to send 
for them. He then put the following questions 
to thet witness through the ourt: | 

Did) you have your cap and badge number 
on ?-—Yes. \ ; 

Do you know if the motorman had his cap ~ 
and badge number on P—Yes. . 

By Commander Taylor : 

Had either of you caps on at the time?—Yes, 
we were on duty, and it is the custom to wear 
caps on duty. ; a 

Did you, as a matter of fact, have your caps 
on P—Yes. ‘ ‘s 

The motorman was again called to the stand, 
and gave evidence similar to that adduced in the | 
first case. 

Hoe was then qnestioned by Mr. Scott. 

How long was the car delayed ?—About four 
or five minutes. | Lo: 

_ Are you quite sure that the defendant asked 
the conductor to return his dollar note P—Yes, 

When he asked! for the note back did he 
tender ten cents in} exchange P—No. 

Cross-examined by Commander Taylor: 

‘Did you see another car behind P— Yes. . 

: How did you age to see it if you were in 
front of your car?| Did you see it through'the © 
car?—I saw it when I was on the ground. ; 

You had a hat onP—Yes. : qos 
- [ think you-said I held on to the car while it 
was goingP—At that time I stopped the car. 
You said just now I put up my hands to stop 
the var?—You putiyour hands on the front of it. ~ 
Do you think I jam stronger than the car ?— 
I don’t know about that. aes a 
John Ragoul, the tiger trainer at Hirmstons 
Circus, was then called. He spoke tosceing the 
Harbour Master tender a Hongkong’ dollar to 
‘the conductor, and refuse to take the change 
tendered because it was Chinese money.. ‘The 
defendant got in front’ of the car and dedlined~ 
to allow it to proceed until he got his right. . 
money. : . 


Cross-examined' hy. Commander Taylor : mAs) 
Where were you sitting in the car?—Right: 
in front. oo, ee 
Behind the driver P—Yes. : : 
Were you sitting next tome then? I was — 
in the front seati—You were on.one side, I was - 
onthe other. | bt Leen, oie aw os 
Mr:.. Scott. informed the Court, that this “ 
incident,.which resulted in the appearance ~ 
of both parties, was. as objectionable” to - 
him as «it was to the defendant.’ It: 
would not have opéurred,. however, : had: 
not the defendant tdken gotion—to ..: his 
mind unjustifiable°action—against. the. motor: ° 
mao; of the tre Mr.. Scot, ‘: sgked. : his. 
Worship to accept the statement that‘upon the: 
Harbour Master alone rested, the responsibility _ 
for his position. He thouglit .it :was. clearly ~ 
proved that an obstruction. _sansed under” — 
clause 58 of Tramway .Ordinance 10of 1902. ~ 
Anyone causing an obstruction, of this nature 
was liable to the maximnm penalty “of $1,000,¢ 
and in the event of the fine not..heing, paid, to 
SS oper iege tinue ons ene . 
sug that i pens ees on 5 De ‘ Hlig ot 7 
jon. the defendant, Te bet appealed” to‘ ‘the 


Magistrate, .in the event‘ of, his finding. 
avy De 


the case proven, to inflict a hea 


ory petal 


‘ 
ae 


February 6, 1909.] 
The basis of the whole trouble wags the sub- 
_sidiary ooin question, but he submitted that the 
Tramwa Company were not responsible for the 
deplorable condition of the coinage of this 
Colony. On the contrary, he believed that no 
company*here suffered more serious loss than 
the Tramway Company on this account. If 
the defendant desired to commence a crusade 
against the condition of the coinage here he 
might find in the Tramway Company a staunch 
supporter, but he was not justified in making 
them subject to these unwarrantable attacks. 
The Company carried on its business not with- 
out considerable difficulty, because it was not an 
thing to satisfy the public. -But from the 
evi i given by tho defendant he showed 
that by a. ren simple operation the whole 
trouble might have been saved. He admitted 
that he handed a- dollar to the con- 
’ ductor when he had a ten-cent piece in his 
pocket. The defendant had no right to demand 
« change, it was his duty to tender the fare. But 
as the (Company were. anxious to facilitate 
matters, they gave change where possible. It 
would be very bad, however, in a place where 
the coinage was ninety per cent Chinese, were 
the Company to adopt his attitude and say they 
would only accept legal currency of the Colony. 


As a matter of fact, had they chosen to be] 


“= objectionable, they night have ded him the 
money in British copper, which was a legal 
tender, but which he would no doubt have 
refused. 

His Worship—The question is whether the 
defendant should get back the dollar. 

Mr. Scott—His obvious remedy was to write 
to me,and I should have been most happy to 
have sent his change as he wished it, in British 
coinage. If your .Worship decides that- the 
evidence is sufficient to justify a conviction, I 
will instance other cases where the défendant 
has been a source of trouble in the carrying out 

‘ of the tramway service. 

His Worship—I cannot take that into 
consideration. 

_ Commander Taylor remarked that one of the 
witnesses said the car following them was at 
the Hongkong Hotel corner. When he got 
out he walked back towards the Hongkong 
Hotel, but could not see another car, and that 
bore out his contention. that the delay was a 
very short one. A great deal was mado of 
asking him to sign a paper, but he could not 
see any obligation on his part to sign 
anything as both the conductor and motorman 
knew him perfectly well. Mr. Scott made a 
oe point of the currency of the Colony. Hoe 

never, by any chance, accepted Chinese 
money, and never intended to. ; 
‘Defendant then -asked his Worship to read 
the charge which ran “without lawful excuse 

did obstruct.” 

- . Proceeding, Commander Taylor said he had a 
very lawful excuse, as by eection 4 of Ordinance 
5 of 1865 he was trying to prevent the con- 
ductor from. committing a felony. He 

contended that this money was wrongfully 

= - converted by the, conductor, and under the 
section mentioned this amounted to larceny. 

He also wished to point out that up till the 
present moment the Tramway Company still 
had his money. Mr. Scott taid if the speaker 
had written he (Mr. Scott) would have sent the 
money. He called Mr. Scott up on the 
telephone, as he had no time to write letters on 
these trivial subjects. When he rang. up he 
could not: get anyone on the telephone, but 
-was told that Mr. Scott was expected back 
every moment, and that when he did arrive 
the speaker would be informed. Then he gota 
very impertinent letter from Mr. Scott saying 
that he could send for his money if he wanted 
it. ‘That was very much at variance with his 
recent statement that he should have been 

* delighted to have sent it. 

; . Bcott—The defendant stated that he 
could not understand why the motorman and 
conductor desired him to write his name. That 

_.’- yas merely done for their own protection. 
> _ iis Worship held that there was no evidence 

; of a felony, or of attempt to commit.a felony. 
. . He found that the defendant obstructed the car 
wilfully, and without any lawful excuse. (‘To 
Mr, Scott)—You mentioned something just now 

with regard to the penalty. . 

. My. Soott—My. point was this: the defendant 
has- on several occasions made himself very 
objectionable. | 


{ 
CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
Commander Taylor—I object to that. It has 
nothing whatever to do with the case in hand. 
His Worship (to Mr. Scott)—In what way P 
' Mr. Scott—In declining to pay his fare. 
On previous occasions he has placed himself in 
auch & position as to enable us, if we wished to 
do so, to charge him in this Court. 
His Worship—Do you admit that or not? 
You need not. unless you like. 
Commander Taylor—I¢t is absolutely untrue. 
His Worship imposed a fine of $1. 
. Commander Taylor—I would point out to 
your Worship I have not yot got back my dollar. 
Mr. Scott—We are prepared to give it back 
at any time. 
His Worship—Send a ten-cent piece to the 
Company, and they will return the dollar. 
Commander Taylor asked his Worship to 
grant a summons against the conductor of the 
tram under the section he referred to, but the 
Magistrate declined. 


See 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE SCHQOL 
SILVER JUBILEE. — 


40. 
PRIZE DISTRIBUTION. 


A pleasant function took place in the large 
hall of the Club Lusitano on thé 31st ult. 
when Mrs. Leiria, wife of the Consul-General 
for Portugal, distributed prizes to the success- 
ful pupils of this school. There was a large 
attendance of parents and friends, and all ap- 
peared to enjoy the musical programme provided 
by the pupils, assisted by the orchestra of the 
Sociedade Philarmonica. His Lordship Bishop 
Pozzonli presided and called upon the orchestra 
for an opening selection. 

Then Mr. J. L. ALvss, president of the Club 
Lusitano, extended a welcome to all present. 

The Rt. Rev. BisHor Pozzon1 dwelt on the 
efforts made by the management of this school 
to promote Christian edugation in Hongkong. 
So pleased was he with thd result of an examina- 
tion he conducted in this subject that he intend- 
ed to offer a special prize to the scholar obtaining 
the highest number of marks (applause). 

ConsuL, Leigia said:—My Lord’ Bishop, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: I appear before you 
this afternoon in an entirely novel réle; for it 
is not often that 2 Consul or official combines 
with his duties those of principal of a school as I 
have been asked to act for the nonce to-day. 
The modern conception of the occupier of a 
Consular incumbency is, however, not only that 
of the representative of his country in that to 
which he is accredited, but also that of a com- 
mercial agent, an intelligencer, and, in short, 
that of a Jack-of-all-trades, under which latter. 
denomination comes, I suppose, thatof a school- 
master. Not that I suppose, as it is believed, a 
Consul possesses the omniscience of the code ; 
but like most people with whom nature has been 
bountiful in her disposition of the gift of vanity, 
Consuls, I imagine, with the sad deficiency of a 
sense of modesty, arrogate’ to themselves a 
certain prominence in public functions to which 
they may not justly have aclaim. My want of 
modesty, I suppose, is responsible for the 
eagerness with which I seized upon the occasion 
to appear in my present rdle, when I was up- 
proached to present to you the first public 
annual report of the Victoria Anglo-Portuguese 
School. That report, which furnishes interest- 
ing reading, from an educational point of view, 
is submitted by the headmistress of the school, 
Mrs. D. A. Cordeiro. With your permission, I 
have pleasure in reading it. . 

‘ ONSUL LeErpia then read the report of the 
headmistress, extracts from which follow:— 
Started in 1884 by the late Mr. Claudio J. da 
Silva, with Mrs. Silva as assistant, the Victoria 
Anglo-Portuguese School enrolled three names 
on the inaugural day, twenty-five years ago, 
After carrying on the school which was designed 
primarily for children of Portuguese parentage. 
for a few years, Mrs. Silva, wife of the founder, 
died, whereupon Mr. Silva left- the « olony 
and the school passed under new management 
in 1889 with 30 pupils on the roll. By this 
time application had been made for the school 
to be recognised as one of the Grant schools 
under Government supervision, and has con- 
tinued to remain so since’ then. From 27 pupils 
in 1902 the enrolment gradually increased until 
it reached 78 in 1908 and stands to-day at 85, the 


maximum number which the available floor space 


. 1o?: 
of the school is capable of aac mmodating.. Later. 
applications for admission-have had:reluctantly, ..; 
to be refused. The number..of..school-days:in. .. 
1908 was 224 and the average attendance 61:71..::: 
In 1908,72 Pr pils were presented for the Inspec- ... 
tor of Schoo Foci —— ation pt fhe & M8 
was again returned as “ thoro’ ; fficieng.”” 
While regretting the noise whisk haa form, we? 
the subject of comment by the Inspector, it has... - 
to be noted that the very limited acoommodstion ;: - 
militates against the possibility of a better... - 
exercise of discipline so essential and eminently ... 
desirable in every school organisation. Having. : - 
regard, however, to the smallness of the fees char- ..- 
ged to the scholars, the cost of house rent ina . 
suitable location for the school is comparatively. . 
prohibitive to the management without’having - 
to resort to higher school fees, which in the ; 
majority of cases would be beyond the means of | 
parents to pay. A half-team was-presented by. # 
this School for the Hygiene School Competition... = * 
held by Government in Dec. 1908. Thisschool . 
was bracketed first in the aggregate of marks, . 
but, owing to the absence of the full cum- | 
plement of competitors, the school was not: 
awarded the shield. Maria Remedios’. paper -. 
was awarded 75°7 per cent of- marks; it , 
was listed first by the examiner, Dr. Pearse,. 
in the half team. presented by the school. 
Acknowledgments are due from the manage- 
ment and staff of the school to the following . 
donors to the Prize Fund :—Right Rev. Bishop 
D. Pozzoni, special prize for Christian doctrine... 
Mrs. J. J. Leiria, special prize for hygiene; — 
Comfnittee Club Lusitano, Messrs, Noronha _ - 
& Co., L. Noronha, J. M. E. Machado, C. C. 
Corveth, Ho Wing, Ho Fook, Choa Leep Ches, -. 
J.M. de Castro Basto, G. Sequeira, A. J. M. . 
Gomes, H. J. M. de Caryalho, Julio A. Carvalho, 

C. F. Carvalho, E. J. de Figueiredo, F. P. de 
V. Soares, F. Montalto de Jesus, M. E. da Silva, . 
J. M. Noronha, D. A, Cordeiro, -A. E. Silva, J. 
M. Placé da Silva, and friends who deisre to ~ 


. 


remain anonymous. ? oat 
A very satisfactory report by the Inspector.of , 
Schools was then read. Mr, WouFEH returned 
the school as thoroughly efficient, aud recom- . 
mended the full grant of 35/- ~ wie 
Mr. LEIRIA then gave an interesting history. - 
of the school, and remarked that, when it.could 
take its rank with the best schools in the Colony 
in a public examination like the hygiene com- 
petition, he thought the time had arrived :when — 
the management could, with confidence, consider 
the enlargement of the scope of the school.- 
During the month a great deal had been heard. © 
about the Governor's excellent scheme for a: 
university. When that project materialised, he. 
hoped to see undergraduates from the Victoria 
Anglo-Portuguese school matriculate in the 
future Hongkong university with which Sir< . 
Frederick Lugard’s ame would ever be grate- 
fully identified by the younger generation of,the 
Colony. The speaker then thanked all for their 
attendance, and concluded by asking Mr. Wolfe, 
on behalf of Mrs, Leiria, to present Miss Mario 
Remedios with a special prize for ranking first. 
in the hygiene competition. ye. eat 
Mrs. Leiria then presented the prizes, and! 
interesting addresses followed by Mr. E. D. C.. 
WotFd and by Consul-General WILDER. - 
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The Govermment, remarks the Japan Chronicle, 
seems determined to carry out the policy of high ° 
tariffs against imports, without rhyme or reason. 

It is noted that cotton satins, cotton prints, 
cotton velvet, and grew and white shirting 
being protected by the Vonventional. Tariffs, the 
import duty on these articles does not.exceed 8 
per cent. ad valorem, against about 30 per cent.’ 
on other fabrics. When the exciseof 15 per gent. 
is added the duty on the articles in question 
does not ested per cent. (as'if this' were 
not enough, in all conscience!). According 
we dudenatacs d from: veruacalar dnt ee 
the Government intends to increase “thd 4 
when the opportunity comes “in justice to other 
fabrics.” Japanese dealers intrested. da the - 
lines concerned are opposed to an inétéage ‘of .- 
duty. They fear that when the duty is increased _- 
the importation will be checked, and’ maintain’ 
that as these imported cotton goods are‘df high- 
quality and cannot yet be “produosd ‘in 

they should be admitted at- a-reaso 
hitherto. A proposal is ‘9 
dealers to address 8 memorial. to the. 
accordingly. — Pong CEES 


t 


, THE RECENT ARMED ROBBERIES. 


It is satisfactory to be able to record that the 
perpetrators of the numerous ‘armed robberies 
which have been-reported of late are falling into 
the hands of the vigilant police. 

Two arrests have been made in connection 
with the armed robbery which occurred at No. 
2, Reclamation Street, Yaumati, in which a 
number of women were bound and gagged. The 
men arrested have admitted stealing from the 
premises, but stated that they did not go there 
to commit armed robbery. ‘ 

In Gonnection with the armed robbery on the 
border at Santin. Sergeant Cooper has been 
sucesasful in making an arrest, The man was 
charged at the Magistracy on Feb. 3rd, and the 
peaeeny ict the case was adjourned. 

In the burglary at Yaumati which bronght 
about the death of Lance-Sergeant Mills three 
" more menhave been captured. They were placed 

before Mr. J. R. Wood at the Magistracy 

yesterday and remanded till Friday, when they. 

will appear in Court with the other men arrested 

im connection with this affair, to answer to the 
ge of murder, 

7 o men arrestéd in connection with the 
Mautakok “hold up,” and a man and a woman 
who were detained on a charge of receiving the 
stolen property, will appear before the Court a 
week hence: , 

The facetious. robbers who called on a party 
of New Year Celebrants in a shop:in Kwai Wa 
Lane, Central District, and after tendering the 
compliments'‘of the season covered the inmates 
with revolversor threatened them with knives, 


shave also bean apprehended, and will appear | 


before the Court shortly. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND TIBET. 


- TEXT OF THE TREATY: : 

The text of the Treaty concluded between the 
United Kingdom, China, and Tibet relative to 
the trade of Tibet has just been published. The 
new regulations ensure for British subjects in 
Tibet liberty to deal in kind or in money, to sell 
their goods to whomsoever they. please, to 
purchase native commodities from whomsoever 
they please, to hire transport of any kind, and to 
conduct in general their business transaction in 
conformity with local. usage and withont any 
vexatious restrictions or oppressive measures 
whatever. China engage’ to arrange effetive 
police measures at the mart and along the route 
to the marts. Great Britain undertakes to 
withdraw the trade agents’ guards at the marts, 
and to station no troops in Tibet, so as to 
remove all cause for suspicion and disturbance 
among the inhabitants. 

It is further provided that in the event of 
disputes arising at the marts between British 
subjects and persons of Chinese and Tibetan 
nationalities, they shall be inquired into and 
settled in personal conference between the 
British trade agent at the nearest mart and 
the «hinese’ and Tibetan authorities of 
the Judicial Court at the mart, the object 
of personal” conference being to ascertain 
facts’ and to do justice. Where there is a 
divergence of view the law of the country to 

- which the defendant belongs shall guide. In 
any of such mixed cases the officer, or officers, of 
the defendant's nationality shall preside at the 
trial, the officer, or officers, of the plaintiff's 
country aac attending to watch the course of 
the trial. . questions in regard to rights, 
whether of property or person, arising between 
British subjects shall be subject to the juris- 


«+ diction of the British authorities. 


_ The Tibetan authorities, in obedience to the 
instractions of the Peking Governments, having 
& strong desire to reform the judicial system of 
Tibet, and to bring it into accord with that of 
Western nations, Great Britain agrees to 
relinquish her rights of extra-territoriality in 
Tibet whenever such rights are relinquished in 
China, and when she is satisfied that the state 
of the Tibetan laws and the arrangements for 
their administration and other considerations 
warrant her in so doing. 


‘A’ Japanese pa reports that Messrs. 
Samuel amuel & Co. are preparing to establish 
ork eiea with a capital of one million 
ponies sering. “The object of the proposed 

an'k: is said to principally undertake foreign 

“Loans gfor Japanese. 
. 
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CANTON, 
[ae 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


. January 30th. 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL HLEHOTION. 

There was an election here to-day of a forei| 
member of the French Municipal Council. Mr. 
H.8. Kavarana was re-elected He has been a 
member of the Council for the last eight years. 

HOUSE TAX. - 

The Chief Superint. ndent of the Canton 
Police has reported that the total amount of 
house tax collected last year was $260,000, show- 
ing an increase of $40,000 on the previous year’s 
collections. 
maintenance of the Police. 

INTENDED CHANGE OF PROVINCIAL CUSTOMS 
ADMINISTRATION, 

The Local Authorities have received news 
from Peking . that there has been hardly 
any increase of Customs’ revenue in all the 
Provinces in China since the abolition of the 
post 6f Hoppo and the placing of the ad- 
ministration in the hands of the Viceroys. 
The Board of Revenue intends to appoint its 
own men to superintend Customs affairs in all 
the Provinces, : 

EXPENSIVE CHAIRS. ~ 

News has reached here from Peking that 
three chairs were recently ordered by the Prince 
Regent for the Royal Family. The Imperial 
Household Department sent in a bill for 36,000 
taels. The Regent asked whether the chairs 
were lined with gold! and severely reprimanded 
the responsible parties for this abnormal 


squee 
_OFFICIAL DECORATED. : 


The Throne has recently conferred on Mr. 
Paul H. King, Commissioner of ustoms here, 
a medal of honour of the second degree. 
AGITATING FOR THE ABOLITION OF FAN-TAN. 
The Central Government intends to enforce 
the Yau Fa duty in the Two Kwang Provinces 
in the drd moon of the current year and abolish 
Likin duty. This new tax is imposed on all 
kinds of merchandise, including both foreign 
and Chinese products. It was enforced in the 
Province of Chili last year. This duty will 
ring an enormous revenue to the deena 
in all the Provinces as every kind of article wi 
be-taxed. The Local Press here demand the 
abolition of Fan-tan gambling in both Provinces 
if the Yau Fa duty is imposed. 


THE HOLOCAUST AT CANTON, ~ 


Our Canton correspondent sends the following 
account of-the disastrous fire reported by tele- 
gram in our Monday’s issue :— 

A big fire illuminated Vanton City on Satur- 
day night. The flower boats at Tai-sha-tau, 
mostly new boats that had replaced those des- 
troyed by the typhoon last year, were ablaze, 
and between 9.50 p.m..and 1‘a.m.the scene was 
indescribable. Panic reigned and those who 
escaped from the flames perished in the water. 
By noon to-day (1st inst.) 300 bodies have been 
recovered by the River Police and the Canton 
Rescue Society. Many sing-song girls were 
burnt alive or drowned and a number of guests, 
amongst whom were prominent members of 
the Shansi banks, several deputies of the Sin 
Hau Kuts, and two Taotais. Two cases full 
of gold bangles and jewellry were recovered 
from the dead bodies of the sing-song girls. © 

The fire originated, it is said, through 
the lighting of one of the kerosine lamps 
on S board the Tsoi Kee flower boat ; the flare 
caught some of the upper woodwork and all 
being very dry the fire spread rapidly owing 
to the [strong north wind which fanned the 
flames. : 

After the typhoon last year, authority to 
rebuild the flower boats was obtained with great 
trouble, and it is likely that flower boats will 
now bea thing of the past.. The number of lives 


you by cable yesterday. Although over 300 
dead bodies have been recovered the number of 
persons still missing is reported to be close on 
250. altogether about 75 boats were totally 
destroyed and the value of them is estimated 
tobe over $250,000. . 

[An official report issued since, gives the 
number of deaths as about 500.] 


tHE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS:AND | 


.| ‘The report of the Directors for the you 


This money.is devoted to the | 


: Sr 


lost is considerably more than I reported to’ 


{obra 
COMPANY REPORTS 

. HUMPHREYS ESTATH AND. 
FINANCE COMPANY. — 


ending 31st December, 1908, is.as follows: 
Gentlemen,—The Directors now beg .to sub- © 

mit to you their report and statement of ~ 

one for the year-ending 3lst December, 


The net profit for that period Eee 
390,865.04 


aMounts £0............ceeeeeee ei 

To which has to be added the 
balance brought forward fro: Bee Mors 
last account .........0066. vee $4,621.11 
Making a total available for ‘ 2 
appropriation of ........... se $95,486.15 


The Directors recommend that a dividend of 
six per cent on the capital be psid to share- 


holders, absorbing 290,000.00, and that the 
balance of $5,486.15 be carried to a now profit . 


and loss account. 
ACCOUNTS. — - 
By a resolution of shareholders passed .on 
the 8th October last the amount of $50,000.00 
standing at the credit of oqualization of 
dividend fund was transferred to typhoon and 
floods insurance fund. The amount at oredit 


‘of this fund has since been reduced by $6,738.06 


which represents the amount already paid on 


account of damage caused by the typhoon dnd 
floods of July last. Only part of the damagi 
has, so far, been made good, and it will be 


the extent of about $10,000.00.’ 
DIERCTORS. 

Mr. A. G. Wood having resigned on leaving 
the Colony, Mr. J. W.C. Bonnar was invited 
to join the Board in his place. The Directors 
now are :—Hon, Mr. H. A. W. Slade, Dr. J:W. 
Noble, Messrs. J. Scott Harston, J. 8. Van 


necessary to further entrench on this fund to 


+ 


Buren, J. W.'C. Bonnar and Ho Tung_who - 


retire, but being eligible offer themselves for 
re-election. ; 
AUDITORS. _ : 
The accounts have been audited by Messrs 
W. H. Potts and H: Percy Smith, F.C.A., who 
offer themselves for re-glection. . 
Haney HUMPHREYS, . 


Hongkong, 26th January, 1909. 


Balance Sheet 31st December, 1908. 
LIABILITIES. 
Capital Account:— : 


Insurance reserve set cas * 222,172.12 
Typhoon and flood insurance fund 43,261.94 
Mortgage gee wae 50,000.01 
Sundry oreditors .... ... 128,043.75 
Unclaimed dividends - ... 4,351.39 
Profit and loss account :— x 
Brought forward from , 
1907 8 4,621.11 . ‘ 
For the year 1908 90,865.04 ~ ; 
—— _ 95,486.16 — 
: : $2,023,315.35 - 
ASSETS, wa 
Amount invested in property... $1,701,082.85.. 
Amount invested on mortgage ... 302,212.57 
Accounts receivable ...<...  ... 17,609.55 
Fire Insurance premia unexpired 584.76 
Office furniture ©... a. , 528.00 
Cash in Hongkong and Shanghai ee 
Bankandonhand ... .:. 0 i: 1,297.62 
$2,023,315,35 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 


Dr. 2 

To fire insurance 
To crown rent ... ... 000i 
ai general charges ... 4... 
o allowance to. general managers 
to cover office rent and salaries 


For the Year ending 31st December, 1908. ee 


premia sau: Shaye $5,687.08. 


wr "B 168.06 


eZ 324. 


‘ of secretary and clerks ...  ,..- 8,000.00 
To repairs ... se cee tee ves an 5,352.08 
To auditors fees... eee See IWese * “J 300: 


To balance ee eee 


ooo ese bese 


150,000 shares @ $ 10.00 each... $1,500,000.00 


2,886.70. 


es: 


ate EN IRE TOTS MEA 


cae nf iba re Ee BON foal 


es Cr. : ries 
By balance brought fo from 

WOT a ee $46QL11 
- By rents wf... é 94,070.05 
By interest... “Tx. |. 23,911.90 
ai By transfer fees... .. 186.00 
ey By commission ... 90.98 
$122,880.04 


KOWLOON LAND AND BUILDING 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The twentieth report of the Board of Directors 
to the ordinary meeting of shareholders to be 
held on Tuesday, next is as follows : — 

GENTLEMEN,—The Directors now submit to 
.you a statement of the affairs of the Company, 
and balance sheet for the year ending 31st 
December, 1908. 

The balance of profit and 1 oss acconnt for 
the year including .06 balance brought for- 
rain from last account, after writing off all 
charges and expenses, amount to $9,828.90. 
The Directors therefore recommend that a 
-dividend of $1.50 per share, be paid, which, after 
writing off the Directors’ and Auditors’ fees, 
will leave a balance of $278.90 to be carried 
forward to the. credit of a new Profit and Liss 
Account. 


DIRECTORS, 
2 Mr. H. Pinckney having retired, Hon. Mr. 
Murray Stewart was appointed in his stead. 
Hon, Mr. Murray Stewart having resigned, 
Mr. J. M. E. Machado was appointed in his 
stead. These appointments now require con- 
firmation ; 
Moessrs, A. Rodger and Mr. J. M. E. Machado 
retire by rotation, but offer themselves for re- 
election. - 

: AUDITOR. 
The sccounts have been andited by Mr. J. 
Cox-Edwards who retires, but offers himself 

for re-election. 


ae Hovau, - 
Hongkong, 27th January, 1809. 4 
' BALANCE SHEET 31st December, 1908. 


| ; ; LIABILITIES 
: Paid-up capital oo, $180,000.00 
| Accounts payable,.......00 313.53 
JDividends outstanding, 204.30 
Balance of profit and loss A/o.......... 9,828.90 


$190,346.73 

; ASSETS ‘ 
“Cost of property................. ile te $182,032.17 
Cae ieee is staaeste ors Sedosa sends alsa ce 6,151.26 
Accounts receivable 00.0... 2,163.30 


$190,346.73 
PROFIT AND LO88 ACCOUNT. 
To charges vee ates $829.99 
£ * To repairs ... ... 2,844.40 
“4 To fire insurance 527.50 
: To Crownrent ... tie 786.00 
To commission.toagents... .. ... 1,075.35 
To balance to be appropriated as 
follows :— 
“ Directors’ fees $500.00 
Auditors’ fees ... ... 50.00 
Dividend of $1.50 per 
share... ... ...  ..89,000.00 
_To-be carried to new 
profit and loss ao- 
count... ... ... ... 278,90 
: ————_ 9,828.90 
°$ 15,892.14 
— | Cr. 
os By undivided profits 1907 $ 653.06 
. Byrené o.oo, 15,167.96 
: - By interest... 53.12 
ae By sorip fees...” ... 18.00 
Sof ge ak Ea” 


A Haiphong contemporary states that .¢ 


: 4 oom to formally open a 


i Paid 
' CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


- SHIPPING NOTES. 


—_1->-e— 3 
Yesterday's mail from Japan brought details 
of the collision of the Hokkaido Colliery steam- 
ship Iburt-maru with the M.M. steamer Sydney. 
It appears that the Iburi-maru left Uraga on 
Saturday. morning the 23rd ult. for Yokohama, 
after undergoing repairs at the Uraga dock. 
When she arrived at a point some three miles 
off Kwanonsski, she sighted the M.M. steamer 
Sydney, on her way from Yokohama to Kobe. 
attempts to avert a disaster were futile, and 
the two vessels came into collision, the bow of the 
Sydney ramming the port-side of the Iburi- 
maru, The French vessel backed out, and the 
Iburt-maru made water rapidly untily she was on 
the verge of sinking. The officers ai. crew of the 
Sydney assisted the crew of the other vessel on 
to the French steamer. One of the stockers and 
a mate were too late to scramble on board and 
jamped overboard with a life-buoy, They were 
afterwards picked up by a fishing-boat. Mean- 
while the Iburi-maru sank. The Sydney having 
sustained some damage, she put back to 
Yokohama, with the captain and 37 members of 
the crew of the Iburi-maru on board. Fortun- 
ately no lives were lost. The repairs to the 
Sydney would take only two -or three days to 
complete. ; : 


* The British steamer Craigvar, Captain B. C. 
Edmonds, arrived at Yokohana on the 20th ult. 
from Muroran, her forward compartment being 
full of water. The vessel, which is chartered by 
Messrs. Andrew Weir and ‘ 0. who by the way 
are also owners of the ill-fated Adao, left Seattle 
on the:.15th of December last for Hong- 
kong and Manila with a cargo of pine lumber, 
flour, oats, etc. Heavy weather was met 
crossing the Pacific, and, running short of ‘coal, 
the vessel made for Muroran, off which port she 
arrived on the 9th instant. While entering the 
port, the Japan Gazette says, the vessel struck a 
submerged obstruction in mid-channel. -The 
blow, which was only slightly felt on board, 
caused no apprehension, but shortly after 
being anchore 


anchors. 


in the harbonr it was found 
that the vessel was making water forward and 
settling by the head. Divers were at once sent 
for, but before these had finished their in- 
| spection the vessel settled more and more and 
listed heavily to port, and it was determined to 
beach her to keep her from sinking at her 
By this time there was 22 feet of 
water in the forward hold, but steam being got 


» FAR EASTEE 
THE OPIUM COMMII 


Commission on the Opium 


The International 
Question met to-day. - eof OS 

The Viceroy (H. E. Tuan Hong) in elengiby: 
speech claimed that marked progress had been - 
made towards the suppression of the.opium 
traffic but a Government monopoly was.neces- —_ ~ 
sary and he arged the Commission to recommend: 
the readjustment of the treaties so as to permit .- - 
of this. a a 7 a ; 

When the Viceroy had ,finished, the French 
delegate asked that the deliberations should be - 
conducted in the French language. Otherwise. 
they would be bi-lingual. ; ye 

The Chinese officials were unprepared for this © 
demand, and the Viceroy left without replying. 

Bishop Brent was appointed the Chairman, | 
and Mr. Carey, of the Imperial Maritimes. 
Customs, Secretary. - 

The bi-lingual derhand will be submitted to a 
sub-committee for consideration. It is con- 
sidered unlikely that it will be granted. ‘ 

General surprise was expressed that the 
Viceroy should have embarked on questions. of 
general policy as it was understood that such 
questions were outside the scope of the inquiry. 


THE 8.8,“ ADATO’S” CARGO. | 


Tokyo, February’ 1st, 

An attempt will be made to salve the cargo 8 
of the s.s, Adato which was wrecked at Oshima - ee 
in a snowstorm on Janyary 19th. . a 

The éargo is valuedata million Yen. ~ 

The hull of the vessel will be abandoned. 

[The Adato had on board 2,882 bales of raw 
cotton, 166,744 bags of flour, and 8,458 packages 
of sundry goods for Kobe and Hongkong. The _ 
vessel, which was built at'Glasgow ten-years ~~ 
ago, is of 3,347 tons gross. Tanne 

The Japan Chronicle notes that’ the -vessel ~ 
has made only three voyages to’ Japan, 
but has met with serious misfortunes on- 
two,occasions. On her first voyage she caught 
fire while lying alongside Kobe Pier; on the 
second visit, owing to some trouble with the - 
owners, surety had to be given for an.unpaid 
coal and provision bill before she was allowed to” 
depart; while on the third visit she has been - 


wrecked. | “ ‘ : 


JAPAN AND THE EMIGRATION 
- QUESTIONS. 


_ $15,892.14 


: 2 the. Adato on. levi 
Governor-General of Indo-China intends shortit’| Yoko er ee ont nod oe. ot ol gaving 


railway to 


up, the vessel was sately beached in a good 
position. The divers reported that the vessel 
had sustained serious damage, there being a hole 
20 feet long and from 1 foot to 3 feet wide on 
the starboard side about 40 feet from the stem. 

A part of the cargo was landed and temporary 
repairs were made, after which the vessel came 
on to Yokohama for further repairs. 


as 


About 1400 of the strikers at Manila returned 
to work on the 27th ult. under agreements signed 
between the union and the owners of nine 
launches and 98 cascos and lorchas. Senor 
Pedro Gwuevara, president of the gremio, 
declared himself well satisfied, stating that the 
concession by the shipowners is significant as a 
recognition of the union, for which that body 
had been contending as essential to the success 
of the strike movement. Mr. (Quevara 
said that the average increase of pay granted 
the returning strikers amounts to twenty per 
cent. 6,300 strikers are left to be looked after by 
the Union. . : 


¢ . Tokyo, February 2nd. _ : 
: Baron Komura delivered a speech in the Diet- Ves 
to-day on the country’s relations with Foreign pe Se 


Powers. 


Baron Komura dwelt on the necessity for the 
extension of trade, and for the concentration of 
emigration to regions in the Far Hast, instead 
of having if scattered at random over distant 
lands : ay 


He felt confident that the Californian affair 
would be settled amicably. Re i 

In the debate which ensued speakers attacked ” 
the Government's diplomacy in reference to the 
developments in California and claimed that the < 
Japanese emigrant was necessary for America 
and free emigration was essential to: the. 
prosperity:of Japan. . ae 

THE MANILA CARNIVAL. 
' Manila, Fe 2nd. 

The Grand Carnival opened to-day, the Band 
of the Rajputs playing the opening march.’ ~ 

The Carnival was a magnificent spectacle and 
immense crowds have come to Manila to witness 
it. 


«** 

There is no information in the papers as to 
how the Adato came to be so far out of her 
course, but the Japan Gazette reports that 
Captain Grant, of the British sailing ship 
Brilliant, reports that on the night of the 19th. 
when the Adaéo stranded, the weather was thick,’ 
with rain, and that there was a strong current 
to the eastward. The Brilliant was several 
times ‘compelled to alter her course and haul 
more to the north and west. Captain Grant 
estimates that the current was setting to the 
edst at fully six miles per hour. It is therefore 


A most cordial reception was given to visitors 


from other ports. , 


migsioners to. the Opium. Confere: 
his daughter has been visiting: 
tained at dinner by H. EB. Priz 
ontag’s on’tbe 26th ult. > 
acted as Prince < Ito's 


Yokohama, encountered the same current, and, 
the night being very dark and stormy, she was 
set out of her course, and so met with disaster. 


. 


ee ane ‘ PIECE GOODS. 
; COMME RCIAL. * Messrs, Noel, Murray & Co. in their Piece Goods 
¢ a Report, dated Shanghai 28th January, 1909, 
ee eS state:—The Chinese New Year holidays could not. 
IMPORTS. :— eprom have passed 6ff more auspicously than they have 


and the Native are more confident .than ever 
\that a great change for the better will take 
place in trade this year With unusual promti- 
tude have they hastered to resume business, and 
n goodly preportion of thos who ‘generally go 


‘Honexona, Féb. 4th—Since the 20th ult. the 
movements in the various Upium maikets have 
been..as follows :— - ; 

. Malwa. Patna, Benares, Persian 


ieee! ; : fi " , | home for a week or two at this period have 

Stocks on the 20th Jan., 1000— 5784 2,703 7 1,102 | already returned and have made thetr appearance 

Jan. Zist Imports per Deoanha 1982 150 2 on the market. Under the guise of what 
sb "  "Nameang es ding to “olo custom” go under the n 

Feb Ist ey 1» Namaang 150 200 actording olo custom” go under ame 

ie no” ap haty ; = =i 6 — | of “complimentary” purchases a fair amount of 

" 4 ia 148 ae business went through yesterday” both fronr 

t 1,299 1 

ven Cail As Pld Sa stock and for near arrival, the ‘demand and 

’ 3,859} 3,643 1,530 1359, willingness to sell being much more general, but 

so far fi et hands are concerned the enquiry has 

— bes acon - o 3 - — been almost entirely for Manchester goods and 

68 and’ : : 
C prices eeem to be on a much more satisfactory 
bk cementite vrais 77 804 B71 200 basis than for a long time past. At the same- 


Local Consumption for the 
fortnight... .. .. 
Estimated Stocks thisday .. 3,722} 2,816 1,059 1,160 

Ladi neo the complimentary sales during 
China New Year at $1,105 for Patna and $1,050 
for Benares, no further business has been trans- 
acted and the market closes weak at the follow- 
ing nominal rates $1,100 for Patna and $1,050 
for Benares. 

Malwa,—The market opened at $1,080.75 for 
two years old drug and $1,125 for three years, 
but the volume of business has been small. 
Deliveries still continue unsatisfactory. 

Persian.—Superior drug has advanced to $1,C00, 


time they cannot actually be taken as & critetion 
of the real market, as most of the transactions 
must be anticipatory of the demand to ome. 
In the natural course of things that should be 
delayed for two or three weeks, as China New 
Year was abrormally early, and on such occasioons 
there is usually a lull before orders commence 
coming in from the Country. It is difficult -to 
glean with any degree of accuracy how the 
business year just passed has dealt with the 
Natives. [t. must been most disastrous to 
the majority, but a few have-come out on the 
right side, notably four of the Yientsin mer- 
chants who confine their business as much as 
possible to this market and do not hold with 
the direct trade, they claim to have made from 


‘Honegona, 6th February :--A few 
having come forward, the prices are declining 
Quotations are :— tp 


RICE, 


détiands 


6.70 


Saigon, Ordinary .....; seceecrsseeees $00 0 
; Round, Good quality ..85.36 to $5.40 — 
" (Bong... sees vcs BBQ 40 BBS 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2...86.7) to  5.75> 
» Garden, 3 Xo. 1... 5.0 to 6.86 
> > White, .........-.000 ana hanawenses $5.25 to 6.80 
» Fine Cargo ...sssesssecceeee 5.80 to 


5.85 


beg COAL. 
Honaxona, Feb. Sth.—The arrivals of coal 


since the 2ist ultimo amounted to 48,400 tons 


of 


Japanese, 5,000 Cardiff and 6.000 Australian 


‘The coal expected is 57,500 tons Japanese, 14,900 


tons Australian, 4,100 tons Hongay, 3.000 tons 


Borneo and 15,000 Wales. 


Quotations according 


to Messrs. Hughes and Hough’s circular are as 
follows :— 


Cardiff... ...328.50 ex-godown, sellers. ‘ 
Australian ...... $12.50 ex-gadown, sellers. 
Yubari, Lump...$12.00 Nominal. 

Miiki Lump ...$10.50 to $11.00 ex-ship,nominal. 
Moji Lump ....-. $7.75 to $9.50 ex-ship, steady. 
Moji Unsereened36.00 to $8.00 ex-ship, steady. 
‘Akaike Lump ...$8.75 to $9.00 ex-ship, steady. 
Labuan Lump ...$9.00 ex-ship sellers. 


HONGKONG PRICES CURRENT. 


Honanona, February 28th 


Quotations are :— . 
Malwa New _....... ssnvaieesenes $1080 _—per picu. 
Malwa Old .u......ccesese see cneene $1100 - do. 
Malwa Older ....ccscsccceseceepe. $1120 do. 

alwa Very Old seo ssseseeveeees $1180 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ............ $1000 do. 
Persian Extra Fine ......,..06 880 do. 
Patna NOW ....scceesee seceveeeeee per cheat. 
Patna Old........ do. . 
Benares New ... do. 
Benares Old do. | 


YARN, 

Honcxone—Mr. P. Eduljee, in ‘his “Report 
dated 5th February states! With the close’ 
of the native year prices appear to have 
touched their. lowe t point, for on the return 
of buyers to inike the'r “New Year” con- 
gratulatory purchases better prices were offer- 
ed and the large salve noted below were effected. 
The advance in values only smounts to fifty cent: 
to a dollar and a half per bale, and is stil mach 
below replacing cost, but importers have been 

’ guided_solely by local conditions and met the 
deman freely while it lasted. The market is 
showing signs of returning activity and we look 
for higher prices. Receipts are now on a smaller 
scale and holders are firmer, but prices are slow 
-to move. ‘Ihe country is reported »lmost bare 
- of stocks, and advices from the consuming districts 
are very satisfactory; the yearly settlement of ac- 
counts having passed off there without difficulty and 

_ proportionate confidence isapparent. The market 

closes steady. Bombay continues strong. Sales 
of the interval aggregate 18,075 bulex, arrival 
amount to 4,132 bales, unsold stock estimated at 
15,00 and sold but uncleared yarn in second 
hands about 23,000 bales. Uocal. Manufacture: 
—No business is reported. Japanese Spinnings: 
—Continue quiet. Raw Cotton :—Is barely steady 
with :a very trifling off-take in both Indian and 
China. déscription. Sales reported are 99 bales 
new Bengals at $24 and 94 bales Uhina nt $29. 
Stocks are :—~ Indian 20:0 bales and China 175 bales. 

. Quotations are :— Indian $22 to $24} and China $24 
to #z9. Exchange on India has continued sterdy 
and finctuated between Rs. 131 and Rs. 182, 
and closes to-day at Res. 132} for T/T and 
Re, 183: for Post. On Shanghai 74} and on 
Japan 863 ‘I-he undernoted business in imported 
and.local spinnings is reported from Shanghai 
during the week ended the 20th ultimo, viz:— 
Indian :—Fully 2,000 bules liave been urranged 
for at a smail concession in price, although the 
general tone of the market is steady. Estimated 
stock landing and in godéwn atout 16,500 bale . 
Japanese:—A small geueral bus ness coatinues 
pissing in these threads and about 800 bale: are 
reported suld on the basis of Tis. 944 to 103 for 

_ No. ‘6s and Tis. 1014 to 110 for No, 2:8. Prices 
‘‘. for No..16+ nre eassier, bur. for No. 20s rather 

_.? higher itithe absence of supplies. Local: -Uwing 

_~-“to the approach of the China New Year nothing 


has Been done, 


~ 


Honaxona, 5th February, 1909. 
Tis. 70,000 to Tis. 125,000 each. The Native 
Bankers have not fared well and consequently 
only 58 have started this against 76 last year 


Cotron PrecR Goops— 
Grey Shirtinys—6lbs. ...... piece $1.85 


in these settlements, and 20, or exactly half the T1bs. ue. wep 228 to 2:55 
number that did business last year in Nantao, 8.4 lbs. ..... » 280 to 4.05 
the ruburbe of the Native City. It is therefore lulbs.... . » 415 to 5.40 
expected financial facilities will be consider- White Shirtings—54/56 reed ,, 2.65 to 3.65 
ably restricted. There is not much news in from " also »» 6» 8.85 to 6.95 
the Country yet, but the favourable weather 64/66 » 6.10 to 7.15 
characteristics appear to have prevailed through- Fino.......6 »» 8.05 to 9.15 
out. Nothing of especial note has been advised Book-folds ,, 3.15 to 6.15 
from Peking, the tcwers that be quietly living Victoria Lawns—!2 yards ... ,, 0,50 to 2.00 
down all sinister rumours, and carrying on the T-C'loths—6 lbs. (32in.) Ord’y,, 1.95 to 2.20 
Government in a fairly liberal if not very pro- ; 7 lbs. ,, no» 6225 to 8,85 
gressive spirit, which is not devoid of hope for 6 lbs. ,,Mexicansz, — 9 = 
the future. The home markets appear to have Tibs. 5, » hy)» «270 to “8.80 
become unduly eyo wee pore favour- 8 to 8.40z., (36 in.) ,, 8.20 to 4.20 
able e toms of the market here, but must not drills, English—40 yds., 183 . 
ran a with the idea that there is going to la : A 14 lbs. t » 440 to 5.40 
be an immediate boom. Traders here have had | pancy Corrons— 
a very severe lesson and are going to act cautious- . titineee 
ly, antl something more tangible than the Turkey Red pas oe 187} to 4.20 
illuso’ rospective demands they have hitherto . . ' : 
been  yerkine on actually do rie up. Cefttain Brocades a, Tees yaa Gg Mae 
requirements are nec: ssarily more or less assured Goeecculaek a ee ” 0.23 to- 0.55 
and can with safety be anticipated, but there ene ete ae ” 0.28% to 0.29 
must be a@ limit to it until trade co ditions th yoeanict a. anitation Camera : 
are on a much more stable and safe a basis Handkerente “silk ae at 0.50 to 2.00 
Who can tell, for instance, with the slightest a 
degree of certainty whether sterling rates are WOOULENG: = eo 
going up to 3s. Od. or down to 2s. Od. within Spanish Stripes-—Sundry chops ; 
the next six months! That is of course an ex- teeseeeeene yard 0.70" to ae 
treme case, but not without possibilities. Manu- : «German, «.....se00+ .» 0.60 to 0.70 
-facturers must for the time being exercise some Habit, Medium & Broad Cloths,, 1.25 to 38.00 
restraint, and not try to rush things. -Meet the | loug serra 7-9 lbs, piece as se ae 
i i SSOLLEU......cceeee as * . 
sce a apse a enaal an aana  ee R Camlets—Assorted ..........+ » 12.00 to 31.00 


but avoid anticipsting it by ruvning into stock. 
Manchester is deci ledly firm and it is difficult 
to replace sales here. The upward trend of 
Cotton- has continued until 5.84d. for Mid 


WuHeaten FLouR— fe 
Lastings—30 yds. 81 inches 2 
Assorted ...... ) 


American was advised from Liverpool yesterday. Orleans—Plain......cssecere 9s 10.90 to 12.00 
'o-day it comes 5.27d. for spot and 5.14d. for Ibe. 0.63 to 1.50 
a : ‘ ‘ A Blankets—8.to 12 weeereeeee . 0.65 

April/May, a private wire quoting 5.18d. for this ; 
month and next. Egyptian remains unchanged | Raw Corrox— 5 : 
at 8%,d. The market in New York appears, to | | Bombay ......sss.sserrreees picul $23.00 to $25.00 . 


be excited over the prospect! of orders from China 


Bengal (New), Rangoon 
and for the most part prohibitive prices are be- anes 


Mey DACCh cseseivs-see » — 28,00-t0 23,00 


‘ing quoted. Cotton is very firm, 9.73 centa for| Shanghaiand Japanese... , 24.00 to 26,00 
March option being the- special quotation re- Tungchow and Ningpo... ,, 24.00 to 26.0) 
et yal a lee today. | tne Pe ean has | yrerars— ; . : 
not been properly opened by the Country buyers ‘ : i ; 
jel, ho transactions vepertad being purshnws | TOS SA ae (Bag) 0D 
made in anticipation by the local dealers, Native Sy Uare, Bs, ’ : Bl 3 OD 
Cotton is slightly firmer. The E-wo Auction , Swedish eae vasa seeeeceee op Di 
‘that took place this morning appears to have | Small Rounc Ol pp 
been just a day or so too coon andshowedaslight! | ° Hoop, & to 11/2 Ubsgecieteennsneste ste v2. 99 
decline throughout, Woollens’ included. The Wire, 16/25 02., ...scerrsrereerersoes Bee 
amall. rise in Exchange at the opening yesterday Old Wire Rope .... " isthe” #650 
seems to have rather disconcerted the market, Leal—L, B. & 0. and Hole Unop... 9.80 
which wa3 quite prepared to sce a smart decline, ; Australian ......-...0s+6- ae ae mn 
but that was up-set by the vagaries of Silver. Yellow Metal—Muntz L Wi28 oz. oe ree 
The consequence is there iz no inclinatidn to -  Vivian’s, 16/32 O%s. os” pa 
improve on previous prices, and on that basis 4 : - Elliots, 16/28 0%. 3% a On 
fair amonnt of business has been done, both Tin, beseoeade seadeebeesae (cea teneeedeoeeed fe . oe 
from first hands from stock and too arrive, and Tin-Plates, ....ccossserseerborters : xi. 
in resales amongst the Natives. Steel ...asscscovascevee sprees oer TOM Case — 


»» 18.00 to 19.00, ; 


oy 


Cod wwe nccreesccorecees 


cul $11.80 to 12.40 


eeees Odes cee rcerenseccsanecasesens 


- White Fawn ........ 


BRO m meee ewe meen ee cece ee ce eaten cee teeene 


OOOO Comme nen eceneecawenenes 


Dion cSice seeiniaace Geet socbsepweibecweduec 
Dea e eee e nse eeeeea eee eee sector sesacs 
WOO cree cea t etn ce eet esscntsreees 
fee n ee voc cer ene cvccweretseecesseoure 
awe SNA sn ehae yaKeeaNawar cus 
Pike weed aks Vaiac ee Ra aVeeuaeriedye 
Pecans ee eeeeeeeceeenenesensreces 
Sve hinS undo xe ekenreeweheviae 


PO ee Se ee 


EXPORTS :— 


Honexone 6th February :—There is no market 


$83.50—$8,50. 
‘MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Haxxow, 28th Januar 
‘for the net shipping 
packing for export ;— 


y—The prices quoted are 
weight excluding cost of 


Cowhides, best selected ........... rere .Tls 


Buffalo hides, best. eelacted 
untanned, chiefly white 
COLOUR; ices swiseces cei eesesiitncs 


Ce ee er ne 


Tobacco, Tingchow ....... 
Black Bristles, Riflings 
Feathers, grey 


andfor white Wild Duck ” 


So ne 


Sesamuni Seed Oil 
ood Oil 


OOM a ea aneerrcercerresccenne rs seeeetiuaces 


on nat 
ISIlSlllil & 


“Per M..M. steamer Sydney, sailed on the 3rd 
. Bebruary, 1909. For Lyon:— 60 bales raw silk. 
. ' ¥or 8t: Chamond :—80.bales raw silk. For Valen. 
» el kge Tea. For Havre:—2 cases. silks. 
For Marseilles :—60 bales raw silk, 1 
. ,14 cases human hair, 
"14 edge ylang ylang. 
a; leaves, “For - 


22 cases hate, 4 cases cigars, 
For Anvers :—1 case tobacco 
amburg:—5 cases human hair. 
“: For London:+—1 cxse tobacco,175 cases provisions, 


'., HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


TONG, Dth February. 1909: — A fair 

“i “been transacted during tha 
maining in moct cares with ut 
:ehanges the only pronounced fea- 
ing, 8 somewhat unexpeot- 
ugar Refinery O-g, shares. 


a week, ‘Yates, 78 
vu) sBny material 

i. -idure of the m 
«zed Jump: in China § 
65.. Exebange on 
— on: Shanghai at: 


CHINA OVERLAND TRAD # REPORT r 


Banks.—Hongkong & Shanghai have ruled 
easier and after ‘emall salea in the early pa.t of 
‘the week at 8974, declined to 895, at which-lat- 
ter rate a fair number of shares changed hands; 
the market closing with an-inclination to bay. 
Shanghai quotes 920 buyers a ex. 73, London 
remains unchanged at £86, Nationals unchang- 
ed and without business, 


Magine InscRaxce.—Several small lots of 
Unions have changed hands at 830 and@.the mar- 
ket cluses very. sleady at-that rate. North 
Chinas have ruled weaker with gellers at 105, 
while in the North they are quoted at 100 bayers; 
| no business however has been reported and the 

market closes quist. “We have no further 
changes or business to report under this headin gs 

Fire InsukaNces,—Hongkonps have been 
the medium of a fair busirers at 380 and at the 
close moré shares are wanted without bringing 
any Yforther sellers into the market. Chinas 
after a long period cf inaction have found bayers 
at.106 at which they close steady, ; 

Suipring.—An unsatisfied demand for 
Hongkong ‘anton and Macaoa at 297 sent the 
rate tp to 30, st which a fow shares changed 
hands, and at time of closing more could probably 
be placed at the higher ra‘e. Shells have improv- 
ed to 46/6 buyers without bringing any shares 
on the market, &tar Ferrys are no longer in 
demand at quotations and close mominal. We 

have nothing further to report under this 
"| heading. 

REFINERIES.—China Sugars with a sudden 
demand at 1124, which me! with practically no 
response, quickly improved to 120, at which a 
few shares changed hands, the demand continu- 
ing however, and no more shares being available 
the rate further rose to 127% and later to 130 
at the latter of which rates a fair number o 
shares have changed hand-, and the market 
clegeg very steads with a further inclination to 
buy. The sudden rise appesrs to be attributable 
to the possibility of the cessation of bounties on: 
Formosa ‘sugar and other proposed legis] «tion 
in connection with the sugar industry in Japan 
possibly to the advantage :f our local industry. 
Luzons remain ‘tnchanged and without bu iness. 


MINING.—Raubs have chinge hands during 
the week at 84 and 83, closing with buyers at 
the Iatter rate. Chinese Evgineerings have 
improved in the North to 16%. Charbonages 
continue with buyers at quotation but without 
busivess. 


Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—H. and 
W. Dooks with continu d s-llers at 92 and no 
buyers at th» rate fell to 91 and 90 at which two 
last rates a fair number of shares changed hands 
the market closing with further buyers at 90 
tut with no sellers under 9!, and even at the. 
latter rate orly a few shares would be found 
available, Kowloon Wharfs after s-les at 444 
and 45, close firmer with buyers at 45). 
“banghai Docks have improved iu the North to 
77, bat we have no local sales to repo t. 
Hongkew Wharfs after touching 1574 in the 
North close quieter at 153. 

LANDs, HOTELS AND BuImLDINes — Hong- 
kong ! ands bave ruled firm and with a demand 
at 894 hive im: roved to 90 with +mall gals at 
the latter‘rate. Humpreys have been dsne at 
93 9,10 and 9, coloring somewhat firm r wi:h no 
sellers u- der 94, We tave nothing farther to 
report under this heading, 

Cotton Mruis.— wos have declined ta 84, 
and Soy Chees to 2774. whil+ Internationals 
have improved to 75 urd Liou Kuog Mows to 
80. Hongkong remain with sellers at 10 


Migcetuan‘eous,—China Borneos have ad- 
vano:d to 11? with sales. Cements have declined 
to 9,75 with a fair number of gal-s, but cloze 
with rellers. Ropes have changed hana «t 25 
and Chins Lights at43. Lanka's have fallen 
to 860 ad Watsonsto 94. We have nothing 
further to report undor this headiog. ; 


Mermoranda.— The folowing Companies 
have advertised their annoal meetings, The | 
China Provident Loan and Mortgag: Oo. Lid. 
on the 6th inst; «{ 11.30a.m. Huompbreys 
Estate and Finance Co,, L'd., on the 6th inst. 
st noon. The Kowloon Land and Building Cv., 
Ltd., on the 9th inst. at noon. Hongkong and 
Whampoa Dock Co., Lid., on 29nd inst. at 
noon, Transf-+r books practically close onthe 


don T/T oloses at 1/9}, and | 6th, (Satutday), after which date-no shares can | 


be transferred until after the 22nd. 


: t 


. Quotations are as 


{ 


Hongkong & 8’hai...| 
National B, of China 
Marine [nsurances— 


China Traders 


Docks & Wharves— 
H. & W. Dock 
Fenwick & Co., Geo 
New Amoy Dock... 
Shanghai Dook and 

Eng. Co., Ld. vee { 


Steamship Companies 
China and Manila... 
Douglas Steamship 
H., Canton & M.... 


Indo-China S, N. Co, 


+ 


Shell Transport Co. 
Taku Tug & L. €o...! ‘Ms. 5U 
Shai Tug & L. Co. 

Do. Preference 


Perak Sugar Cult... 


H.& K, Wharf & G. 
Shai & H. Wharf...|T1s. 100 |Tls. 155 


Land and Buildings— 
H’kong LandInvest. 
Shanghai Land...... 
Kowloon Land & B,]. 
Wei-hai-wei Land 

‘and Building... 
Humphrey’s Hstate 
West Point Building 


The Peak Tramways } 


Charbonnages 


Hongkong Hotel Co. 

Astor House Hotel 
Dispensaries— 

Watson & Co., A.S. 


Hongkong & C, Gas 
Shanghai Gas Co.... 
Hongkong Electric. 


Miscellaneous— 


H.K. Milling Co.,Ld. 
Bell’s Asbestos Kk. A 


United Asbestos ... 


Union WaterboatCo. 
H’krong Vairy Farm 
Hongkong Ice Co.... 
Robinson Piano Co... 


$59, sellers © ~ 


Shai Waterworks Co! 
H’kong Rope M. Co. 
Hongkong C. 8, Co. 
Ewo Cotton §. & Wy Tis. 5: [fT 


Laou Kung Mow .../Tls, 1u:-/ 

saseeceese /D1B, 5CO 
China Provident ...! 
China-Borneo Co.... 
Campbell, M & Co... 
Wm. Powell, Ld:-... 

South China M.Post 
China Light&P.cal{ #10 


Steam Laundry Co.. 
Weissmann, Ld....... 


Cigar Companies— 
Philippine Co., Ld... * 
Alhambra, Ld. seeeed 


VERNON & SMYTH, Bro 


QUOTATIONS. : 


7 : ind 
' : 27th Janpary, 1909, 


* Soares 


“{” Meeare J. P.,Bisset: & 


pisses & Co. int their Share| 

rt. for; the:.,wepk ending January 27th; |. 

adr our last issue. the China. New Year 

olidays. from: the 22nd to the 26th have entirely 
interfered with business and the Stock Exchange |. Jeai ais . 

waa closed diMing that time. On - Tuesday |. OB Lo. Gees 

Par up.| Quovtarion. ‘morning our market opetied again, but there. is : ovals 


ARRIVALS axD EPA 


Compaxy. : 
aes : only a vety little breiness ‘to ort. Banks.— 29, : 
e . Hougkoug &-Shangtai Banks. “Phere is-no bu-| 29, Barcelona, men 
Banks: ~ eines réported, but there aro buyerg at $925,| 29, Bujun Maru, Jap. str 
 ~ Hongkong & S’hai..,| $125 | £9224, sales Marino & Fire Ins—A sale of Yangtseze Ins. 29, Chowfa, German str.; fr 
_t National of China... £6 | $60 shares has taken.place at $185. Shipping.—There | 29, Frithjof, Norwegian str. 


Russo-Chinees <a.’ Ris74 i Tis. 176 is no business reported. Docks & rves.—— 29, Fukura Maru, Jap. str., : 


Shanghai Dock & Engineering Co, Ld. Wehear | 29, Haitan, British str., from Swa 


~ Inaurance:— - of a transaction for cash at Tis. 76 and bales} 29, Moyori Maru, Jap. str., from Singapo 
Union Society C’ton} $100 | $826, buyers for March at .Tls. 774 Sbanghai & Hongkew]| 929 P. b Luitpold, Ger. str., fro: 
North-China ......... £5 | Tle. 100, buyers | Wharves, Thetadvance recorded in our last issue 4 29 Taming, ‘British str., from’ 
Yangtaze Assoon....| ., $60 | $185, sales has been maintained this week. Our market! 30) Ariake Maru, Jap. str. 
Canton .....cccccceeee £50 | $195, sales. opened with bnyers at 152 and 164. A persiat-, 39 Bangkok? Gasman ate... ; ch ss 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 | $3374, sales ent demand has since carried the rate of Tis. 30, Ce a hire, Br, str. from Shanghai 
ina Fire.......00... $20 | $107, eales { 166 for cash and 148 for March, but at the close 30, Haimun British ate. from: Bwatow., a 
Shippin | yesterday. afternoon sellers prevailed at thee |” 30, J. Diederichsen. Ger. str. from: H 
MUpPIng § ref | rates. Sugar Cos.—Perak Suger Co, Shares 30 Sh b ete "4 prisaagy fae Siwatow,: 
: Indo-C {i r L g10 | Tis. 40 |} have been dealt in at Tis. 100. Mining.— 2, Shoshu Maru, Jap. jhe tlotaagtd mS, 
5 Shell ‘Trans Pond , 21 |) 22.8.0 C. E. & Mining Co. A sale has taken place at 51, Aragonia, Ger, nid rm wi a jot. ; 
. Trading Upref.|° 10 |! #9.10.0 Tle. 16}. Land-.—Shanghai Land are wanted at at oe oe sda phate m Wakamatsu. 
Shai Tug & j ord.|) »; Tis, 47}, sales Tis. 119, Anglo-French Lands have changed } ’ ar, Nor. ot apg oni ae 
Lighter { ref.| § T50 | «4, 51h hands at Tis. ° 103, Indus‘ rial—Ewo Cotton.— 31, Han ang, Bri tr., from Chefoo. - 
Take Tu &Li Lae T'sy | ‘He. 48 ‘The demand which was so persistent last weok | 31, Mathilde, German str., from Hoihow.: 
K akin: feabsport ° has coytinued, and rates at closing are Tle 86, 531, Namsang, British str., from Singapore. 
ation & Tow Boat T50 | Tls, 50 | for cash and T's. 88 for March. We hear of 31, Saxonia, German str., from Hamburg;: 


‘| sales for June (unreported) at Tis. 90. Inter-] 31, Stettin, Br. str., from Foochow. | Pes 
nationals. Business has bepn done at Tis. 7E for Feb 0 


a Docks & Wharvee:— 
2 cash and Tls. 774 for Mareh, Laou Kung Mow 


S’hai Dock & Erg... 
H. & W. Dock .. .. 


1, C. Ferd. Laeiaz, Ger. str:, from Shanghai. 
1, Eastern, British str., from Kobe: 


T100. | Ts. 75, buyers 
$50 | $91, sellers 


ed cn 


: Pe 4 7 sod ape to Tis. a or cash, mace hea l 
a 8. & A’kew Wharf...) 1100 8, 154, ca. n. ave been dealt in at Tls, 280. Muatschappij ’ ae Dee x 
H,K’loon W.&G...| #50 | $45, tel-ers &o, in Langkats.—This has been a very auilet ! 1, Hangsang, British atr. from Shanghai. 4 
Yangtaze ............ Tio | Tle, 2174 market, practically nothing doing. One transac-.: 1, Hupeh, British atr., from Haiphong. .. 5 
8 Ghincanien =: : tion is reported at Tis. 8) for March. At the | 1, Kawachi Maru, Jap. str., from’ Shanghai. a 
“Sorak Ontti atio 'T50 | ‘Tle, 100, br _| close we would quote the rates as Tis. 862} for 1, Kwangse, British str., from Chinkiang. . E 
China Refinin as $100 | $1124, bu 'y©TS "| cach and Tis, 890:for M-rch sellers. Sumatras 1, Kwangtah, Chinese str., from Bhanghet. zi 
Bisiees PORT Er have changed hands at Tis. 127. Kalumpong 1, Loongsang, British str., from Mi Z 
: Mining :— 21 Rubbers. There are buyers in the market at 1, Rubi, British str., from Manila. 
a Raub Australian ... { 18/10 } $8, buyers Tis. 1 but no ays - ing. yee ee 1, Salazie, French str., from ce rare 
. : tric Construction Co.— e@ are seller. of bearer , Shinko Jap. str., from. Moji. 
Chinese Eng.& Min| £1 | Tls.16, buyers | joe at 82, ste. ripened cianaes =e so Pad Chinkiar. : 
Lands:— ‘of importance to report, Loans & Debentures—| 9 Amara, British str, from Karateu. — 
Shai Investment...) 50 | ‘Ils. 120, sellers | No business reported, ae sang, British atr., from Chinkiang.: . 
H’kong Investment « $100 | $93 os. Ht 2, Nanchang, British str., from Doile. .. 
Dro baie rae EXCHANGE. 2, Taikosan M., Jap. str., from Kutohinoten. 
broraachie rer i tg 8, pet 2, Tjimahi, Dutch atr., from Amoy. 
, GA... .cceceees teveee 60 8. 50, sellere ' : ; were oge oe Pe a 
Anglo-French ...... T100 | Tls. 103, sellers Ox Loxnor— Honexona, February 5th 2, Yatshing, British str., from Weihaiwei. 
Cotton :— Telegraphic Transfer ..........006 ws. 1/93 sas hgge ER sale ter tohair ag. 
EWO:fessissctshcnand T50 | Ts. 86, cash Bank Bills,on demand... .......... oe, rami gatrem ee pp er ee 
‘International ...... T75 | Tis. 75, cash Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ......... 1/93 ’ anol, Brench str, for-K. G. Wan. . 
-Laou Kang Mow... T100 | Tis. 80. c. sa Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight ......1/9% | 99’ Holstein, German str., for Hoihow. 
5 Soy Chee .........6 T5u0 | Tis. 280, sales Credits, at 4 months’ sight ........ 1/94 90° Nore B "tinh ee fox Yokoharaa. ae es 
Es - Industtial :— , A Documentary Bills, 4 months sight...1/9§ 99° Q ae Gevmanste. for Saigon. ae 
- -.« Shanghai Gas ..... T50 | Tis. 121, buyers | ON PaRis.— * 30, Amiral Duperre Fr. str. for Shanghai, . 
Major Brothers...... 159 | Tis. 50 Bank Bills, on demand ......... 0 we... 222 30, Barcelona, German ate: for Singapore, 
2 . Shanghai Ice.......; T25 | Tis. 14 Credits 4 months’ sight .....,........ 2264 30, Bourbon, French str for Saigon. - ad 
fe a China Flour Mill... T60 | 'I'ls. 42, buyers On GERMANY.— 30, Ch J British ra for Ma yo 
_ . « Shai Pulp & sper] 100 | Tis. 46, sellers On demand .......06.- ses sssesseesssees DBL oi ge eee cme 
2, "° " Green Ie, Cement.... $10 | $10}, sellers. On New YorK.— ‘ 30, en vi oa ‘Shanes : 
: “Maatechappij, £0. Bank Bille, ondermand ............0000-43 es 
. * in Langkat......... @s.100 | Tis. 857}, ca. sal Credits, 60days’ sight 44, 50, Prinz 
hai - Sumatra ae we Boke y see ecacrcceecesoes 30, P. R 
Tobacco ..........-]  T20 | Tis, 125 Telegraphic T for + 1308 
ee - + §*hai Waterworks...| £20 | T. 435, sales Slee rap ae eras OE ap eae theestes 
ole Anglo-Ger. Brewery 100 | $85, buyers’ Fank, on demanc s@icdanarsevicecdeccs 133; 
: - + A. Butler Cement, On Catcor Ao 
% "1, Tile Works .. ... 50 | $25 ; Telegraphic Transfer ..........004. L524 
“" _Kalumpong Rubber 50 } Tis, 70, buyers Bank on demand ......:..........cceeee LOS 
8. ‘R’ber Estates ...] T100 | Tis. 80, buyere | ON SHaNGHAI.— : _ ,-| 31 Joshin‘Marn, Jap. str., for Swatow.” 
' Eastern Fibre ...... BLOT.” 1) bacsakage Bank, at sight ......sesesecseeee 74 31, Moyori| Maru, Japanese str., for‘ Moji: 
Shanghai Electric Private, 30 days’ sight ...............7 31, Shibats Maru, Jap. str., for Osaka... 
Construction .i.... £10 | £9.0.0. sales - On aera _ ’ ? sid ee are, 
Miscellaneous :— ~ On demand on. ciccccecsceccese eeeveen ns 864 ; 
: Mall,& Holtz......... $20 | $224, buyers On MaAntLs.— p Bikiah s6r 40r Shanghai 
A. Llewellyn.......... $60 | $52, buyers On demand... ... 0.0.0.0... | ‘ | 
A;-8. Wataon & Co. $10 | $114 On SrngaPore.—On demand ... qi. 7! é 
fe, Céntral.Ordindry ... $15 | $16}, buyers On Baravia.—On demand ......... woe 1064 
Central Founders... $15 | $400, buyers On Harencna.—On derhand ... 132 p.c. pm. 
8. Moutrie & Co....] #50 | $46, sales On Saraon.—On demand.........:..13% p.o. pm. 
Weeks & (0.....044. _ $20 | $25, buyers On Banaxor.—OQOn demand ...... v0.00 86 & 
in ag epee ae auch, eae ‘SvEperens, Hank’s Boying Rate......... $11.15) 
ce ; des ni Py oO le  BEliers 3 
Tane,Crawford&Co| 100 | $1624, buyers .Gorp Lear 100 fine, per tael ........ .. $59.00 2, 
: Dunning &-Co....... 50 | $50, sales 2, 
--§’hai-Horse Bazar...) . T50 | Tls. 45, sales 2, 
S’hai Meroury ...... T50 | ‘T1s. 50 TONNAGE. 2, 


_. Shai Mutual Tole. 
‘China Im. & Ex. 
‘-Lumber ... ........ 


*T50 | Tis. 60, buyers 


bo bp 


Honexore, 5th February.—Bus ness has been 
very dull during the period under review, From 
Saigon to Hongkong, 8 cents per picul has been |. 
accepted for part cargoes by the regular liners; 

: | to Singapore, 11 cents; to Java, 284 cents per 


T100 | Tis. 88, sellers 


$25 | $22, sellers 


vs0 | Tie. 25 | picul last. From Tairen to Canton, 23 cents last. 
Ts0|Ts 60 ‘f:eights rewain st ady. From South Japan 
| Coal port t) Hongkong; $1.55; to Singapore, 


BAR SILVER por OB. ........ .cccce cone eeenee ld 


Be oe Tle ~———| $2.00; Canton, $2.16. From Hongay to P 
J.-P, BISSEL & Co. Brani, 2.75." mre J : 


